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From Wednesday, August 1st 2007 KSTP-TV Live coverage of the 1-35 W Bridge collapse in Minneapolis 
Minnesota. 13 people were killed and nearly 150 were injured. The new I-35 W Bridge opened on September 
18th, 2008. 


KSTP was the first network to report on the unfolding disaster. Video starts At 6:05 P.M with footage of the 
bridge collapse. Than, in real time KSTP live coverage begins 12 minutes later @12:11. A few portion other 
local network coverage is filled in the gaps. 
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breaking news right now we've just heard a news into our newsroom about a bridge collapse and we're 
working to get more information but we are told a bridge over the river on 35 w has collapsed we have a 
number of our crews on the way right now we will get more information for you on this breaking story as soon 
as we possibly can in the next 45 minutes or so of our newshour i want to get more on that breaking news 
right now bridge collapse we're told about in 35 w we have amelia huffman right now with minneapolis police 
on the phone what can you tell us what's happening out there right now well at this point i don't have a whole 
lot of information for you because as you said this is just in progress now we have resources on the way to 
the scene we know that the bridge has collapsed at least in part and that there are cars in the water and 
we're talking about exactly what location amelia help us out with that this is the 35w bridge over the river 
okay and how long ago did it happen just in the last few minutes it just happened in the last few minutes and 
we're certain to have more information for you as we assess the situation uh this evening and just to be clear 
there you said there are cars in the water right now so there is a rescue operation i would guess as part of 
this yes there is okay that is amelia huffman from minneapolis police we do have a number of crews on the 
way to the scene 35 w a bridge collapse and cars in the water sounds like it could be a serious situation and 
we'll keep we'll keep tabs on it right now all right we'll monitor that and go to weather right now oh we have 
we do we still have a little bit of a traffic pulse situation there as you can see right now before we go to dave 
here for the weather uh we have on the phone uh someone who may have given us some be able to see 
something becca with traffic pulse what are you seeing um actually all the cameras are out in the area due to 
the bridge collapse but what we are hearing is that i-35w is closed into and out of 
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is that i-35w is closed into and out of downtown minneapolis between washington avenue and university 
avenue so alternate routes would be take 94 take highway 100 take any other possible road you can think of 
to get over the river and around this mess okay now becca what you are you're you're zeroing in on this 
you're saying between washington and university highway 35w has closed the river running underneath it 
that is apparently where the at the point at which the bridge has collapsed yes ma'am all right thank you very 
much we've had we are going to warn you again 35 w between washington and university has been shut 
down there has been a bridge collapse uh that happened it sounds like just within the last several minutes 
two pieces of information that we got in the last 30 seconds first of all for minneapolis police there are cars in 


the water emilia huffman is still with us on the telephone can you tell us any more about what you're learning 
right now please uh well i'm not learning too much right now because i'm on the song with you but as soon 
as we get more information we'll certainly update you uh what i do know now is that i've been told that there 
was a bridge collapse the cause of that is unclear there are some cars in the water and so this is a rescue 
operation as we get more information we'll make that available we'll let you go ahead and do that now amelia 
thanks very much and again the the our traffic pulse person becca telling us that the cameras the traffic 
management cameras in that area went out because of the bridge collapse so we don't have any pictures to 
show you because the cameras themselves cocked out when the bridge collapsed we're talking about 35w 
being shut down between washington and university avenue the river running underneath that's the bridge 
that collapsed we've got a witness to this event on the line right now his name is mark lacroix mark can you 
tell us what happened um yes i'm sitting here in my apartment which is about 20 stories up right by the edge 
of the river and i saw i actually heard a huge rumbling noise i looked up my blinds and saw the entire bridge 
across the river collapse this is right by the washington avenue exit i'm seeing now actually just because a 
car just caught fire 
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because a car just caught fire i'm looking at it right now there are probably a dozen cars on the collapsed 
portion of the bridge maybe two or three in the water or about uh collapsing into the water um yeah i've 
actually i've just sent you photos as well that i've taken so you should be able to get those soon as well mark 
once again you said you you see a car on fire is that a car on the bridge on fire are you looking at the water 
it's on the uh it's actually it's uh halfway the bridge is collapsed on either side there's parts of the road which 
are about 45 degree angle or sharper on the um east side um there is a car that's on fire which is on that that 
slope uh there are there is fire there's a fire truck on the scene uh there are police cars there as well so but 
that just caught fire in the last minute or so the collapse happened about five minutes ago we can hear the 
sirens in the background mark stay with us if you would because right now your eyes and ears uh tell us 
again about what you heard as you were in the uh as you were in your apartment tell us what you heard well 
i basically heard a massive rumbling uh which lasted about uh 10 seconds or so and i was able to peer out 
my window just in time uh to see the the sort of final moments of it settling i'm actually rather pleased i didn't 
see the rest of it um there are like i said there are cars on the road and i hesitate to think uh what happened 
to the people down there all right mark can we just put you on hold for just a second we have allison triarcy 
our reporter who is also witnessing what is happening there allison can you hear us now yes i can hear you 
what are you looking at i'm looking at the bridge are it's in an ark on both sides of the bridge cars are 
collapsed on either side i'm looking at a school bus right now in the middle of it all there's a lot of smoke 
coming up from the bridge you have to understand right now i am standing on the portion of the bridge that 
has not collapsed 
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of the bridge that has not collapsed is that a good idea should you be there do you think i'm okay i'm on the 
park before the bridge starts and i'm looking at about at least 10 cars on one side of the bridge that are 
basically both ends of this bridge have collapsed on both directions there are actually cars on the top of the 
arch still sitting on top of the bridge and then there are cars both at the bottom of either arc we're looking at it 
right now we have a chopper five over the scene just getting there okay and and this looks like a terrible 
terrible scene continue tell us what you see it's really a terrible scene i'm looking at a man right now being 
pulled off on a stretcher i'm also looking at flames i'm sure you guys can see that as well the flames are very 
close to that school bus there are cars on fire right now allison it looks like the bridge has heaved in the 
middle is that what you told us when you first came on that's what it looks as if it has collapsed in the middle 
but as a result of that it's collapsed in other places we're looking at a multiple structure collapse right now oh 
my word oh we see we see a truck a semi truck laying on its side right there toppled over and the point 
where the semi is that seems to be where the where the bridge separated there's a car just on the edge you 
can see it uh what kind of what kind of emergency response and there's some cars crumpled together there 
oh my what kind of emergency response are you seeing right now allison we have got state patrol troopers 


out here we have ambulances already coming here taking people away and stretchers as they can they're 
getting the people off the bridge as quickly as possible all right you know ken can you hear us now as you're 
seeing what we're seeing you're overhead looking at this incredible mangled mess is this what what what is it 
from your perspective ken all right it's it's hard to i don't know where to start first of all the entire bridge is in 
the water 35 w bridge is in the water with cars some of the cars have made it on the center section if we can 
show the center section in the river 
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can show the center section in the river some of the cars are still upright down on the blacktop on the bridge 
section in the middle of the river looks like there's people standing down there as well on the south side 
we've got flames with collapsed sections going into an embankment looks like cars have uh uh looks like 
cars have gone into a broken section in between the bridge and the embankment one one car is engulfed in 
flames it looks like it actually looks like a tractor trailer the north side of the section same thing cars scattered 
all over the embankment people standing around dazed and confused right now and uh this this looks like an 
aftermath of an earthquake this is the what happens to a bridge when it is shook to the ground from an 
earthquake and we are seeing people ken right there we see somebody sitting on the pavement we 
unfortunately saw someone who didn't look like they were in a very in very good condition laying next to a 
car we see a tanker we don't know what was in that tanker there but we see the tanker laying in the water 
um we have steve shaw who's at another has another angle on this uh seemingly disaster right now steve 
what are you seeing john i'm being ordered off the 10th street bridge but i can see plenty uh there's there's a 
massive people that are in the middle literally in the middle of the mississippi river on what's left of the middle 
part of this bridge i'd say there's more than 10 cars involved folks i'd say there's probably closer to 20 or 
more because there are cars on the other side the minneapolis side of bridge that didn't hit the water but they 
look somewhat different up also we're getting order off this bridge by police i'm gonna have to go right now 
all right you have to watch out for your safety steve that's for sure we'll get back to you and we're trying to 
tune in a better picture from chopper five right now i can tell you that folks so bear with us on that but even 
through the even through the static you can see what's happened here this is the w bridge over the 
mississippi river there has been a massive bridge collapse 
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there has been a massive bridge collapse with by our informal count i want to say at least 20 vehicles 
including tanker vehicles tanker trucks a school bus and a number of cars involved you can see pieces of the 
bridge in the water right now and we again are trying to tune in chopper five to get you a better look at this so 
just bear with us allison triarcy our eyes right now what are you seeing right now well right now more of the 
vehicles are now engulfed in flames to give you an idea of this collapse it's basically like a series of waves if 
you would draw waves that's what this bridge looks like we have flames in the middle of it there are other 
cars absolutely in park engine stops people just sitting there not knowing how to get off this bridge right now 
at the bottom there are cars just collapsed onto each other and people are crawling off of the bridge as they 
can it appears that what we have here are multiple multiple cars from your vantage point can you give us an 
assessment of how much traffic might have been involved in this i can at least see let's see i'm looking at 
more than 10 cars just from where i ami am on the north side of the collapse okay and i can see at least 10 
cars right now and again from chopper 5 we have a very good a very good and horrible picture of it right now 
we have a we we See flames that appear to be coming out possibly from a truck that was caught underneath 
possibly carrying some flammable cargo of course at this point although it actually doesn't look like it's 
flammable cargo looks like it might have been some kind of a of grocery goods we've got a school bus how 
much how much flame and combustion and smoke are you witnessing that we're not seeing on the screen 
there there's really right now that is the main fire and that is the only fire that i see so it to me it looks like the 
one large truck or semi next to that what appears to be a school bus is on fire there are no flames on this 
north side the fire department is here they've just arrived we've got more ambulances arriving and now police 
are beginning to rope off the area and firefighters are actually walking 
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and firefighters are actually walking into the clap structure now looking for people and looking to see what 
they can do next there's no one that's even gotten close to attack those flames from my vantage point yeah it 
looks like they're because it we're seeing we're seeing people moving around we're seeing cars in the water 
but we're not exactly seeing what i would expect to see which is flashing lights and emergency crews getting 
able to be close go ahead allison i'd like to be able to hang up the phone at some point and actually take a 
video with my phone and get that to our station if i can okay go ahead and do that we're going to talk to todd 
kramis right now with mndot um todd just start with what you know and we'll ask questions thanks john i was 
chirped at uh well after hours the w 35w river bridge collapsed a little after 6 pm just north of washington 
avenue and just south of the ramp to 4th street and university avenue we've got mndot first mndot 
maintenance and state patrol and route closing access to the freeway naturally through the commons at 94 
and as far away as 36 and 35 w up in roseville that's what i know for sure right now just checking cameras 
from the operation center okay todd once again you got the emergency call a little bit after six that this 
occurred a little bit after six that's what we understand it occurred right a little bit after six o'clock do you have 
an estimate on traffic flow at that time well we do know that typically on a normal wednesday the the pm 
peak if you will is starting to wrap up volumes are significantly less at that time than they are you know earlier 
in the peak say 4 35 o'clock i don't know where you are what you're looking at from your vantage point right 
now but of course from our scene on chopper 5 we are seeing a bridge that looks like it has heaved in 
several places at both ends and that would mean that there are there would be traffic that would be affected 
both on the bridge and at the ends of the bridge is that what you know i would imagine so what i'm looking at 
is one of our traffic management cameras in washington and 35 looking north toward the collapsed area 
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looking north toward the collapsed area and and that that that is still functioning you can see that i can see 
on that camera yes so when i see a smoke rising from the uh the collapse area i can see the other side of 
the river or the north or what east bank of the river if you will all right todd if you could stay with us just for a 
second what we're looking at right now it appears to be passersby who are trying to help people out of this 
collapse bridge and we're seeing we're seeing pastors buying street clothes i'm assuming they're people who 
just are trying to pitch in who are moving people out of this scene on some kind of backboards onto some 
kind of gurneys we're getting wider shots now of this bridge collapse and it is dramatic as an understatement 
catastrophic is more the word take a look at this the one of the main iconic bridges in the twin cities has 
collapsed cars in the water we saw school buses we saw a truck that's on fire another rescue worker just on 
the right side of your screen with a backboard looking to do whatever he can do there's there are now there's 
now a rescue in the water it appears it looks like there's there's a rescue going on in the water as people look 
on and what's left the chunks of the bridge that fallen into the mississippi river now uh ken has a our our 
chopper pie ken milk here has an excellent literal bird's eye view of what is going on here can you add a little 
bit more to what we're seeing ken yes i can i think the initial estimate of 20 cars involved in this is going to be 
light i think there's more than that when we take the total count from the point the bridge collapse on the 
south side to where cars were able to stop in time on the north side the center section of the bridge is down 
in the water it appears as though rescue crews have made it down in that area trying to figure out a way to 
get the people off of it cars are in the water a rescue boat has arrived on the scene right now and the fire that 
is still burning on the south side i don't even think they're going to try to tackle that right now everybody 
seems to have gotten out of the way there was a school bus involved right nearby people have been able to 
be evacuated from that i take that back 
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evacuated from that i take that back fire engines have now arrived on the scene and they're gonna looks like 
they're getting set up to work on that fire that's on the south side back to you can that look like it was the cab 
of a semi truck that got trapped under uh two pieces of the bridge that that collapsed is that what it looks like 
to you too well if you take a close look at it that is the southbound side of the r of the highway and what likely 


happened is the bridge collapsed and the truck simply just drove right off that section into the abutment and 
then uh caught fire would you estimate that that was the fate of the other cars that we see in the water that 
they were simply caught at that point of upheaval and ended up in the water yes i think that's this from the 
picture that i'm seeing up above where i can look at the whole thing from end to end at one time it appears 
that this this bridge just simply came down in one shot from north to south all right ken uh folks we're looking 
at a surreal scene right now just to bring you up to date this is the 35w bridge over the mississippi river it has 
collapsed by our crews estimates 20 plus vehicles might be many more than 20 are involved in this 
catastrophe the fire you see burning is apparently the cab of a semi burning a school bus right next to it we 
don't know if anyone was on that school bus we're seeing cars in the water we're seeing cars underneath the 
sections of the bridge that collapsed we are seeing dramatic rescue efforts by people in street clothes who 
appear to be passersby who are doing what they can we have apparently fire rescue crews in the water 
trying to get the victims who may be in the water again the 35 w bridge over the mississippi river collapsed at 
the end of rush hour just after six o'clock tonight we're looking at the scene between washington and 
university and we're going to go to reporter steve shaw steve john and cindy i'm going to tell you right now 
i'm going to tell you that just maybe as many as 50 cars i'm on the 
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just maybe as many as 50 cars i'm on the 10th street bridge i'm looking down on this stuff police have let my 
photographer myself stay on the bridge with them and i'm telling you right now there's at least 30 cars maybe 
as many as 50. and i'm looking at that semi tractor trailer you're talking about and that fire has increased 
dramatically since i set foot on this bridge i'm sure the fire department is addressing that right now the school 
bus isn't fully intact uh i'm sure they got kids off if there were kids on that bus maybe there weren't kids on 
the bus hopefully not but i'm telling you folks there's more than 20 cars here and and i'm telling you the police 
are shocked as anybody they're doing the best they can and keeping people back but uh it's just quite the 
same say you know steve how many rescue vehicles do you think are being are being headed to that area 
that you can see at this point there's at least there's at least 10 10 uh tankers here already and we've got 
another we've got another fire burning on the other side of the bridge now steve we can see and now we've 
got a pickup truck looks like it's on fire and john they just put out the fire they're just they're right now 
throwing water and whatever they got to put on anti-accelerant on that semi-tractor trailer brave firefighter on 
that bridge right now looking into those vehicles and you really get a feel for what these men and women do 
surreal doesn't even begin to disturbing does not begin to describe this scene that we're seeing in downtown 
minneapolis now you can see smoke coming out from the back end of that semi truck allison triarcy one of 
the first reporters for us on the scene allison what can you tell us john right now i'm with cole neymar who's 
been able to use this small mini camera to actually zoom in on that school bus we do see that the back door 
of that school bus is open behind that school bus there are two people standing up very close to those 
flames basically they don't have any place to go the fire is expanding like you mentioned i do see definitely 
from my vantage point now more than 20 cars that are involved in this if you hear the noise behind me that's 
the fire department they are moving into the area trying to 
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they are moving into the area trying to do what they can a lot of people are scattering firefighters are running 
towards that bridge more and more crews continue to show up here um you know alison have you seen any 
people that appeared to be scurrying and hopefully making it to safety tell me that again cindy i was just i 
was wondering if you had seen any people who were who were trying to run to safety and we hope made it 
to safety it's just too hard to hear you right now we've got the fire trucks moving in and out try it one more 
time well we were just wondering how many people were managing to make it to safety we see the cars we 
see rescue crews we see some individuals looking absolutely stunned as you might guess and we were 
wondering if you had any other information on that on people making it out yes great question cindy i can 
hear you now a lot of the cars that i see are in fact empty so that's the good news here i have i've seen one 
person taken out on the stretcher only other people walking out i do see some people on that bridge right 
now where the flames are we've got a lot of people of course gathering all around there are several hundred 


people that are standing on and near this bridge at the very base of it of course where it is safe where police 
are allowing us to stand did you have water on that fire at this point but again not a lot of people that i can 
see at all right now all of the cars i can see are empty okay now from chopper5 we see a live picture of of 
crews on the water right now looking for people who might be in the water might be underneath a crumpled 
car to the left of that rescue boat that we saw while allison was reporting to us we Saw a emergency crews 
on the bridge working on an apparent victim we've seen this picture here of two people sitting on the 
pavement there's in two more sitting perhaps by their car perhaps counting their blessings right now 
hopefully they've been able to get a hold of family at home to to tell them that they're okay imagine the 
number of vehicles that crossed over that bridge in the minutes and the seconds leading up to this disaster 
mark albert is on the scene for us now as we continue our coverage of this disaster 
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continue our coverage of this disaster on 35 w mark john i am with hundreds of people as they are walking to 
the scene of this bridge collapse they are walking to the banks of the river hundreds and hundreds of people 
crossing the streets flooding out here coming here they've got their cell phones out they are talking to people 
and so many people have an expression of shock on their face as they are looking at the dark plume of 
smoke rising you can hear the sirens behind me as more emergency crews try to arrive here at the scene but 
really an incredible situation here you're looking at that video you're looking at those pictures and there are 
hundreds if not thousands of people streaming toward the area here who cannot believe what they're seeing 
yeah we we what we're looking at of course is the bridge that appears to have collapsed on both sides north 
and south heaved in the middle and then sending the cars along with at those rupture points and more than 
one rupture point it appears let's get back to the newsroom quickly lee mclane is going to join our coverage 
right now with some information leah john back here in the newsroom we're trying to dig up some information 
about inspections that have been going on on 35w about any construction going on in the area as we're 
looking up information i can tell you this bridge opened in 1967. it was back in 2004 that mndot shut down 
some lanes they restricted the areas they could do inspections this was just three years ago in 2004 in the 
summer they inspected both the north and the southbound lanes of this road they try to maintain the safety 
out here right now no construction in this specific area although a lot of 35 w has construction going on but 
this is a relatively not that old of a bridge 1967 and right now you can see exactly what we're looking at no 
idea no idea just yet on what could have caused this crash to happen this bridge collapse we are digging into 
that information right now we have crews here in our newsroom working our sources as well as all the crews 
that you've heard out on the scene but what we're watching is absolutely amazing to see and everyone in 
here is trying to figure out 
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trying to figure out what could have started all this there will be plenty of time for questions uh many many 
questions that we will be asking of a lot of people but right now we need to watch the rescue efforts going on 
we need to hope for the best for these folks there's a victim being carried by firefighters off of a collapsed 
section of bridge that was the person we saw them working on a couple of minutes ago as chopper 5 made a 
pass on the other side of the bridge and you just really have to have to take a moment and hope for the best 
for these folks the bridge erected in 1967 our reporter steve shaw estimating 50 plus vehicles either 
damaged in the water or on fire after this bridge collapsed this bridge collapsed shortly after six o'clock we 
were on the phone earlier with a spokesman from mndot who said for for what this is worth fortunately this 
was toward the tail end of the rush hour meaning perhaps fewer cars than normal than you might expect at 
that hour of the day at six o'clock happen between about six and six fifteen once again this is the bridge 
between washington and university it has collapsed both ends sending cars and other sorts of vehicles into 
the river we also have chopper five up there as you can see giving us an excellent and horrifying view of 
what looks basically right now like match sticks uh ken it it looks as if the the bridge has possibly shredded is 
that is that what we're looking at well this type of superstructure once a section of it gives way it just creates 
weakness and buckling throughout the entire superstructure of the bridge so if one section is weakened it 
what essentially you've seen happen is it takes down everything right to the bridge abutment center on both 


sides of the river and like you said it's a bit of a surreal situation down here we've seen two official water 
rescue boats now pull into the area but also a kayaker has come in to try to offer some assistance as well 
right now the fires that are on the south side are 
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the fires that are on the south side are still burning but they have spread to the north side the northbound 
traffic it looks like one of two cars have also caught fire we just moments ago saw one of the gas tanks 
explode but firefighters are on both sides of the bridge right now dousing that with water we're going to 
continue to try to see how the rescue effort goes with getting those people that are on that center section out 
of the water and i'll toss it back to you all right thank you very much well once again 35 w bridge collapse in 
minneapolis over the mississippi river happened between 6 and 6 15 during the tail end of rush hour traffic 
we know that we are closed off between washington and university we it appears that the bridge heaved at 
least on both ends and carrying the rest of the bridge with it multiple vehicles in the water we have reporters 
on the scene who are telling us that they estimate between 30 and 50 cars in the water and as you think 
about the traffic that was on this bridge shortly after six o'clock during rush hour the tail end of rush hour we 
are reminded that there is so much going on in minneapolis and st paul these summer nights the twins game 
at the metrodome set to start a little bit after seven o'clock perhaps some twins games traffic on on this 
bridge at the time uh it looks like rescue crews are trying to get at this scene any way they possibly can it 
again appears that the bridge collapsed and i'm going to say five or six large sections including what you're 
looking at right now couple of the large sections in the water you can see the green framing the the green 
girders the iron work of the bridge as cindy described it looks like matchsticks and and here again maybe 
these are cars that were about to get on the bridge and it simply buckled and came right down at them and 
they they stopped short of of the river well john as you mentioned this is a a a busy spot in the twin cities and 


00:40:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=bJz48_SPhug&t=2400s 





a a busy spot in the twin cities and there were witnesses to this and we have somebody on the phone and i 
happen apologize hi brianne stately hello tell us tell us what you saw brianne well we were on the um 35w 
coming in from duluth and we were behind the blue minivan that you see on on the road it's still hanging on 
the bridge we just pulled off right before they before we heard a rumble and just as we heard the rumble then 
the bridge collapsed in and we were then on the other bridge right next to it so you were behind the the what 
could have been the last car that was clinging on to the edge of the bridge yes we were right behind him did 
you did you you heard a rumble did you feel anything yes yes you could feel it it was just a rumble and then 
you felt it when it caved in and i watched the it go into the v where the first v is um coming towards downtown 
and a school bus went in there yeah we see the school bus from our helicopter brienne how far away from 
the actual point of collapse were you in your vehicle when it happened um we were on the bridge that the 
exit just getting off right there we were crossing that bridge on university okay i say that again i'm sorry i 
didn't hear how far how far you were we were crossing the bridge on university we just got off right before 
were you looking straight ahead or did this rumble you describe did this rumble make you look ahead and 
see what happened how full of view did you see of what happened well we saw from the the back first as we 
heard the rumble we looked because we were on the freeway i mean off the freeway then onto the bridge 
and we saw the the cars fall in when we were on the bridge next to it because we turned took that left turn 
across the university and then the right turn onto the um the bridge by the on 10th street and so while they 
were collapsing we 
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and so while they were collapsing we were on the the bridge adjacent to it and you did and you did was were 
you driving or was someone else driving my mom my mom was but she was so upset she went home she 
can't eat she's shaking and crying she can't even move this is just horrible to look at brian what your mom 
was able to pull over or just stop in the middle of the road or what did she do no she kept driving because we 
had to um she and she was kind of just screaming and um between watching her and watching the cars 


would fall in the road i actually watched that blue minivan skid and slide sideways trying to stop and and as 
far as you saw that did manage to kind of cling on metaphorically by its fingernails by its tires yeah just barely 
uh and and and as a matter of fact when i got back down here i prayed all the way down here hoping that 
that car made it and that was the only thing for hope for me my little brothers came down here with me and 
he's just crying because of the kids well to you and you and a lot of other people praying right now brienne 
how fast were you going when this happened how fast was the vehicle traveling um our vehicle yeah we 
were going probably maybe at this point 10 miles an hour my mom was pretty upset how many vehicles were 
in front of me i Know you focused on the blue minivan but oh it was very crowded all right i think we're looking 
because it was down to one lane this might be the blue mini van you're telling us a dark blue minivan right by 
the porta potty yeah yeah and there it is um yeah right by the right by the porta potty there and that vehicle 
looks like it did stop it it's skidded sideways as you described i'd say rough estimate 20 feet away from a gap 
where the bridge simply gave way and i watched that happen we have allison triarcy by the way brian thank 
you very much and if you wouldn't mind standing by here for just a second but we do have a report coming in 
from allison triarson that we want to get to allison i've spoken with university of minnesota police obviously 
this entrance and this ramp was right here in the middle of university properties they confirmed to me that 
there are multiple injuries when i asked 
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there are multiple injuries when i asked them could you confirm 20 to 30. she said i couldn't even begin to 
count the number of injuries we have right now i asked her if she could confirm to me that in fact we have 
people who have died on this bridge she could not confirm that at this point i asked her what possibly could 
have contributed to this structure failure she said in fact that it wasn't one thing that she has heard from the 
crew not particularly one thing that they were doing but that in fact it was an overall structural failure that led 
to this problem and that is simply what she's heard from the crews that are all around here now trying to 
figure out exactly what happened and once again we have aid coming in from every city and every county is 
that correct in the state of minnesota i have i have heard that they are calling in people from multiple multiple 
cities and counties different sheriff's departments have already shown up it's very hard of course to glean 
where they're coming in from i just see them coming in from so many directions we do have crews on that 
bridge right now in the class portion where it was burning they've got that fire all but out i'm sure you guys 
have probably seen that um overhead but a lot of [ __ ] coming on to that portion of the bridge a lot of white 
smoke now instead of the black smoke and certainly a lot of crews on that portion of the bridge trying to help 
those people all right okay allison i know you're going to stay with us and stay safe out there but we do know 
that every county and city in this region we're not sure if that means a twin cities metro or beyond is right now 
being asked to come in and help in this situation we also know we have information now that the school bus 
had a youth program kids who are in a youth program coming back from a field trip school bus that we saw 
that seemed to be intact but was was resting hard up against uh what's left of the guard rail on the bridge 
that had a kids youth let's call them exactly what the note says people from a youth program on the bus 
coming back from a field trip this is you see the school bus the the yellow of the yellow school bus behind the 
truck where the firefighters are spraying water on what had been burning we have chris o'connell on the line 
as 
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we have chris o'connell on the line as well chris cindy to say this is a catastrophic scene would not be an 
understatement an unbelievable scene i'm looking at i am right now under 35 w you see the entire bridge 
collapsed you've been seeing the pictures but underneath it just like it was buckled like a piece of paper it 
just went into the river it is a chaotic scene right now a lot of people trying to come down thinking their loved 
ones may be here people we're seeing emergency workers from nearby hospitals running up in their scrubs 
people just literally tears coming from their eyes just because of what they're witnessing right here uh we're 
we're right now looking at an 18-wheeler you probably saw from the air on fire literally under the bridge it was 
just pinned up and and just fell and another piece of of roadway just collapsed on top of it but just a a chaotic 
cataclysmic scene that we're looking at right now of course we're going to be researching this and looking at 


exactly the damage of all those cars in the water rescue crews are still scurrying still coming to the scene 
right now trying to figure out the best way to get to these people but right now i'm just looking at about 300 
people looking here behind police barricades everyone's just silent wondering how something like this could 
have happened we're going to get some more we'll get you some video of the scene just a little bit yeah 
these these are the kind of scenes that basically kind of make your stomach churn when you look at that with 
the kind of anxiety and i can only imagine what it's like on the scene all right let's go to uh five eyewitness 
news rod simon's rod was is on the phone with us right now we mentioned the twins game was starting a 
little after seven o'clock we don't know if there was twins traffic on this bridge or not rod what can you tell us 
john the west twins traffic i was actually at target center preparing to cover a news conference for 
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preparing to cover a news conference for the timberwolves pandemonium broke out downtown we rushed 
through a backstreet down here and walking away from the bridge towards me as i get about a quarter mile 
from the bridge is gary babino gary tell us you were on the bridge i was on the bridge uh going northbound 
we were bumper to bumper traffic um probably going 10 miles an hour the bridge started uh shaking and the 
whole bridge from shore from one end of the bridge to the other just completely collapsed uh went all the 
way down half the bridge is in the in the lake in the mississippi river half of it is uh on the ground and i i fell 
probably about 30 40 feet uh landed on the shore of the mississippi and let me paint the picture for you john 
and cindy gary is standing here with no shirt on a nose that you're lucky to be alive i am i'm so lucky to be 
alive on the way down ii i thought i was dead i literally thought i was dead my truck was completely face 
down was pointing towards the ground falling towards the ground and my truck got ripped in half when i 
when i got out of my truck it was it was uh it was folded in half and uh i i can't believe i'm i'm alive i mean he's 
not a reason i had my seatbelt on and if i didn't i i don't know what would happen gary can you hear me lucky 
i only have a cut on my face from the steering wheel now gary you said that when you fell you saw other cars 
you saw other people in the water yeah there was uh i saw a tanker go head first into the water and it there's 
only about five feet of the back end showing of the water right now no that's that's actually uh up farther on 
the bridge i was i was down towards the water more and uh the the car that's on fire there's uh they're lucky 
they fell about 10 feet and that might be the school bus it was actually we ran up we ran up the uh inclined 
fallen bridge and there was a school bus full of 
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and there was a school bus full of probably uh eight to 14 year olds and we literally had to carry them off of 
the bridge and you had time to see this because you said you were only going less than 10 miles an hour 
bumper-to-bumper traffic we're probably going 10 miles an hour there was a lot of cars on that bridge and i 
was on the i was on the side looking forward i was on the shore looking forward to the rest of the bridge and i 
saw all the rest of the cars fall as i was falling and then the dust just it was just unbelievable it starts shaking 
and complete free fall and i i'm lucky to be alive gary get some attention john cindy yeah it sounds like we 
have one morsel of good news out of this which is that the students that were in that truck were taken out rod 
can you again verify that with your witness gary did you see the seat the kids being taken out of that truck 
you helped take them out of the bus yeah yeah i was i was i was we're carrying me and a couple other guys 
were literally carrying them off the bridge there was some people handing the kids to us and then we were 
catching we were catching the kids and it was they're yelling screaming little kids uh early early early 
teenagers probably from ages uh nine to fifteen that's what we understand that the school bus was carrying 
a youth program that was coming back from a field trip cindy he's going to get medical attention thank you 
rod no rod are you still with us jerry less than probably a quarter mile from the bridge and it it worked exactly 
like those scenes that we saw the bay bridge collapsed there is smoke and some burning something is 
burning over there and people are still running from underneath screaming and uh it's just pandemonium all 
right rod thanks very much and that is really our first eyewitness account of of someone in a vehicle who 
actually was in the collapse again gary the witness the person talking to rod says he helped bring kids out of 
that school bus that we see there on the right side of your screen 8 to 14 year olds according to gary a 
number of them we know they were coming back from a field trip a youth program 
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back from a field trip a youth program you can see the emergency door flung open in the back the man rod 
was talking to gary says they were literally tossing and catching kids to get them off the bridge we're going to 
try to work on getting more information about exactly where those kids are and what kind of condition they 
are in one last thing the hospitals and the twin cities all have emergency plans they all have triage plans right 
now i would guess no confirmation but i would guess those plans are in full swing because you have to 
imagine they're expecting multiple multiple casualties from this disaster we've had reports from the scene 
from our reporters on the scene that say that there is probably a minimum of 30 as many as 50 cars in the 
water also gary our eyewitness that rod simon's just interviewed confirmed what we saw what appeared to 
be the case that the bridge had collapsed on both ends basically just fell in the middle and of course causing 
multiple ruptures along the way now is liam maclean still in the newsroom because she lea has been tracking 
the the history of this bridge built in 67 some of the safety records leah again please bring us up to date cindy 
again we're digging into some of the history of this bridge um more from mndot as well there was some work 
going on in this bridge they they claim it's for bridge repair and pavement rehabilitation now specifically what 
that means about what they were doing to the bridge we're still looking into the details of what kind of work 
was going on uh and again a few other facts about this bridge it is this is highway 35w it crosses over the 
mississippi river it's 64 feet above the water we just heard from a man who said that he fell into the river 
we're seeing that it is 64 feet above the river again it was built in 1967 and the claim to fame was that it has a 
single almost 500 foot long steel arch to avoid putting any piers into the water below so this bridge just goes 
right over the river nothing touching on the bottom and again we're seeing traffic flow a daily traffic flow 
nearly 200 000 cars 
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a daily traffic flow nearly 200 000 cars pass over this bridge every day we're not getting any specifics yet on 
how many cars were on the bridge at the time that it collapsed but as everybody knows who travels through 
the metro this is a heavily used stretch of uh roadway in the metro and again this bridge about 64 feet above 
the water we see all those cars that have landed in the water now john and cindy we're going to continue to 
dig for more information we're trying to get a hold of a structural engineer to talk to that person about how 
something like this thanks leo we have a request from from a number of cell phone companies in the twin 
cities right now asking people to not make unnecessary cell phone calls right now only make cell phone calls 
that are absolutely necessary this is how how bad the situation is folks the cell phone companies want to 
keep the lines open the system is being overloaded with calls one would assume emergency calls perhaps 
people at the scene calling to say they're okay right now cell phone companies in the twin cities are asking 
that you not make any unnecessary cell phone calls and as we go on into the evening the scene gets eerier 
and eerier it appears that the fires in the bro have been extinguished at least in cart and the sun is setting 
and it's getting gray out there let's go to chopper ken to get a few more in for a few more pieces of 
information ken well cindy i'll give you an update at least some good news some of the people in that center 
section in the river have been rescued by watercraft and taken over to the shoreline we've been looking up 
looking up the river we're seeing additional rescue boats streaming down river to get through the lock and 
dam and assist now the fire that was on the south side is for the most part out but we can see that there was 
more than just simply one truck and a car involved it looks like three cars and one truck uh i mean the scene 
away from the bridge is flashing lights flashing uh lights from patrol cars streaming into the area from all 
directions cindy you know ken you mentioned there that what was happening again beneath the center 
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happening again beneath the center section of the bridge one little glimmer of hope there ken say again 
cindy you you are looking over the center section of the bridge there and there at some of the rescue efforts 
that are going on yes uh there's at least three rescue watercraft now they're in the center section of the 
bridge and they are removing people at least the people that are able to get out under their own power uh 
onto the boats and over to the shoreline one of the things that we haven't even uh touched on is the fact that 


what might possibly be under this bridge were there were there additional boats that maybe were passing 
underneath or cars that fell off the bridge and are underneath as well we've noticed that some rescue 
workers are beginning to take a look under the superstructure of the bridge to see who or what might be 
trapped underneath there as well cindy yeah we had a report from leah mclean in the newsroom that this is a 
span that's 64 feet above the water there are no piers in the water this is a single this was a single sheet of 
steel and this appears to be what happened that's a single sheet somehow i think i'm not exactly sure 
because i'm not a structural engineer but i think they call that a freestanding section of the bridge where the 
supports are on both sides of the shoreline that's what holds the whole thing up and the center section is 
simply freestanding all right ken thanks a lot let's let's bring you up today and then we're going to talk to oh 
someone who all just stopped short of the bridge before it collapsed we're estimating now 50 plus cars 
vehicles involved in this we're told by a witness who was on the bridge when it collapsed there was bumper- 
to-bumper traffic in one direction going about 10 miles an hour the school bus we've been showing you we 
are told kids between 8 and 14 years old based on our witnesses observation kids were rescued off of that 
school bus this bridge was 64 feet above the water in the mississippi river built in 1967 and it has 
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built in 1967 and it has collapsed brianne stately are you with us right now yes i'm glad you are and i'm glad 
you're okay um again people are tuning in just realizing what has happened i i don't want to take you back 
through some bumpy memories but please again tell us what you saw we were coming in from duluth and 
we were behind the school bus and the blue minivan my mom is the minister pastoral minister and she 
decided to not go on the bridge because of the traffic so we turned off on 4th street and and we heard my 
mom heard rumbling and you could feel like a shaking my mom screamed and i looked at her and then she 
said look at the bridge and by then we were on the 10th street bridge next to 35 and i looked over and i could 
see that blue i didn't see the school bus go in but my mom did but i could see the minivan sliding sideways 
down the slope and i saw it stop and my mom went straight home and my little brother and i came back we 
don't live that far we came back and when i saw that minivan i was really happy so because of a turn that 
you took or an exit that you made you weren't you weren't in a position to possibly be seriously hurt we have 
to go right now they said this because we have to get out from under the bridge for our own safety okay well 
you take care and thank you very much for helping us and and you get you tell your mom to take care too 
because it's been a horrible thing to see that's brienne stately who's been kind of walking us through what 
happened as best she could and she did a wonderful job colleen matheny one of our reporters is on the 
scene right now she's on the telephone with us colleen what are you seeing right now well actually john i'm at 
the hospital here where the several ambulances are hennepin county medical center yes we are at hennepin 
county we are seeing several people being brought in they're being loaded off on stretchers they have 
confirmed for us that they're 
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confirmed for us that they're dealing obviously with multiple injuries some critical some non-life threatening 
uh of course a lot of activity the staff here very very uptight they are dealing with a crisis situation and they 
know it just being downtown all you can hear down here are sirens as resources are being thrown at this 
catastrophe but again what we're seeing here at the hospital the ambulance are ambulances are arriving 
they are unloading pet patients patients who are critical patients who are in neck braces and dealing with 
non-life-threatening injuries that is what we have here is there any activity outside the hospital perhaps some 
kind of triage or processing area that they've had to move outside the hospital that hasn't happened so much 
yet what they're doing is just unloading people at the emergency entrance but certainly people are gathering 
asking what's going on of course this word is still filtering out to folks in the minneapolis area you just have a 
lot of people just trying to figure out what's happening how many ambulances have you seen in the time how 
long have you been there and how many ambulances have you seen come in um probably we have been 
here for about uh 15 minutes and we've i can confirm at least three or four ambulances okay and you've 
seen people in various states either on stretchers or under their own power walking into the hospital no one's 
walking in on their own although the gentleman who came out to speak to the press did said that they were 


dealing with multiple injuries he said some were critical some were not life-threatening people of course 
some of them unconscious he did confirm for us and have they put some kind of emergency plan that they 
have practiced into place did he talk about that at all he alluded to that he did not say that he simply said 
we're in a crisis situation here um but he didn't allude to that generally hospitals do plan and prep for 
situations like this so i can't imagine that they haven't already started that process of course we're going to 
try and get more details 
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we're going to try and get more details on what that entails if they're bringing staff in how they're going to 
handle it but generally that is the case hospitals have to prepare for sort of large-scale disasters and this fits 
the bill for something like that it sure does all right colleen thanks let's go back out a little bit closer to the 
scene itself very close to the scene itself allison triarcy first of all ellison are you in a spot of safety right now i 
am i'm at the base of the bridge where i'm allowed to be behind the police line so it is secure there are there 
is a boat in the water now search and rescue water patrol is out here they're doing that i've talked to a police 
officer she tells me she sees cars upside down underneath the bridge and allison we are again are trying to 
kind of get an idea as much as we can get how many vehicles may have been involved in this are you still 
looking at upwards of 30 possibly as many as 50 or even more absolutely cindy rush hour traffic six o'clock 
at night there's cars everywhere i look anywhere i see i see cars all right thanks alison thanks alison we want 
to mention one note here the fbi has been called in unfortunately these are the times and these are the fears 
that we have that there may have been something at work here beyond uh some kind of mechanical 
malfunction we can report that the fbi has been called in and will be doing some kind of investigation on the 
scene we are now about an hour since this disaster happened and we have multiple crews in the water 
looking for victims looking for survivors we've had a number of fires vehicles that were ablaze those fires 
have been put out and we have talked to some survivors who were on the spana bridge and 35 w over the 
mississippi who were on the bridge when it plunged 60 plus feet into the water rod simons is with us he 
talked to one survivor a man by the name of gary who actually participated in the rescue of some kids off the 
school bus rod is with us again rod what can you tell us hello i'm i'm here with steve mo who is actually on 
the bridge 
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actually on the bridge and he's very very fortunate because right where the bridge buckles before 
washington street steve mo was in his car steve tell me what uh tell us what happened you said that you 
started you felt yourself idle there and then moving back walk us through what happened basically just 
driving over the bridge and then the bridge started shaking and it felt like you had a bad alignment nice so 
what's going on here and also and i just saw the front part come down it collapsed from the end it kind of the 
middle kind of came down so the ends were later on and then we just that was on that one slab that fell right 
onto that underpass there so we didn't go in the water there's a uts truck that was behind me he fell into 
those uh those bushes over here right so i went down and i came out and then there was a school bus that 
was right ahead of the lady i rear-ended we got all the kids out of there so john d john i'm sorry rod you cut 
out a little bit can you repeat please okay we lost rod um again this is the second witness now telling us that 
in his words they got all the kids out of the school bus don't mean to focus on that school bus but but that is a 
real key piece of the puzzle we do know there were kids in a Summer program on that bus now we have a 
second witness telling us they got all the kids out he described a shaking a shaking of the bridge like his car 
had a bad alignment and then the bridge gave way he said from the ends and it sounds like the the span of 
the bridge that he was on simply pancaked right down onto the pavement below now he was on the part of 
the bridge that wasn't over the river but it just sounds like it pancaked right on the pavement below we have 
on the phone timothy gallard he's a structural engineer with 25 years experience uh timothy thank you for 
joining us this evening and i hope you can help us a little bit piece together here what you think may have 
happened yes keep in mind i'm a safety engineer involved in construction for the last uh about 30 years all 
right okay what do what from what from your vantage point what do you see what do you understand well i 
know for sure i know that this bridge was undergoing a rehabilitation what they 
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undergoing a rehabilitation what they call a deck rehabilitation and they were right they had ground the 
pavement off and and jack hammered some of the bad concrete out and they were in the process of what 
they call putting a concrete overlay on it could that have weakened it in any way jackhammering some of that 
stuff off it's not likely that the jack hammering would have weakened it uh i because all they're doing would 
be replacing the deck or actually rehabilitating the deck it does appear by the photographs that i've seen on 
on this on your news station that there may have been a significant number of construction workers on this 
bridge at the time of the collapse and we that's something we haven't asked anyone who was who was on 
the bridge and uh and that's something when we talked to another person who was who survived this uh this 
tragedy we'll ask them about uh it's really tough i i gotta believe for you to look at these pictures and really 
tell us what you think in in in layman's terms happen but again walk us through what might have happened 
could there have been some aside from the construction going on in the bridge is there anything else that 
would cause a structure like this to simply give way like this well this is not this is a unique type of bridge 
because what you're saying and what i've heard already is that there's a arch over the river that means 
there's no supports for the bridge itself and the river and the steel members form an arch over the river it it 
seems to me that something had to be weakened in that area of the superstructure not necessarily the deck 
but the structural beams and the the structure of the bridge immediately under the deck uh you know timothy 
let us read you something here we have a copy of a 2006 it was called an inspection plan of this bridge and it 
says and i and i read this here medium low monitor fatigue cracking from out of plane bending at the 
approach span girders and diaphragm connections my goodness that is that is a significant factor 
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significant factor all right what does that mean that means that they whoever did the inspection which was 
likely to be mndot noticed and observed cracking in the structural steel members the main girders that hold 
the bridge up in the air and this was in 2006 it looks like may of 2006 that this happened it's it's possible and i 
would have to review the plans that are on file that actually the contract is working under whether or not the 
rehabilitation included maybe a strengthening or replacement or rehabilitation of those cracked areas once 
again let me read this again monitor fatigue cracking from out of plane bending at the approach span girders 
and diaphragm connections and that means that means that the girders are the are the beams that are under 
the deck that run with the roadway service the diaphragms are connect the two beams together underneath 
the bridge if they're cracking in the beams in the diaphragms what means is that the bridge is no longer 
going to stay stable that is that is a major factor that has to be looked at it's not known whether that's caused 
to collapse although when i see a massive collapse this this collapse is not just one spam this is the entire 
bridge all right that is timothy gillard timothy i just want to make sure before we let you go and we appreciate 
your insight 25 years as a safety engineer correct correct and actually no actual i just want to be clear no 
actual involvement in this project no no personal knowledge we're we're talking in general terms of what 
might be the situation here correct okay yeah my name is galarnik and i have not seen i i noticed what they 
were doing i had been across this bridge several times in the past few weeks and i know that they're doing a 
deck rehabilitation along with pavement rehabilitation on 
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along with pavement rehabilitation on the approaches so i have not seen this i'm not involved in this 
construction and i do not know uh and i'm not going to speculate but it seems to me that we have a major 
factor in the sub what they call the superstructure steel okay all right timothy thanks very much for that and 
we did that was just for clarification sake and we appreciate you telling us exactly where you stand you see 
the fire the white smoke on the right means the fire is out in that semi but look to the left that is an area that 
firefighters were working on it has rekindled and the fire is burning again sending up plumes of black smoke 
the 35w bridge over the mississippi river collapsed shortly after six o'clock at the tail end of rush hour we are 
being told by witnesses there was bumper-to-bumper traffic on this bridge when it gave way our reporters at 
the scene and i'm sure if you look at the live pictures with us you know there are 50 plus vehicles involved in 


various places yeps bridge in the water in the brush and the trees that align both sides of this bridge john 
gross one of our photo journalists is with us right now and has some information for us john you're on the 
phone right now what can you tell us yeah i'm on the phone at the target center i've been here since about 4 
30 waiting for the press conference with the new players from being traded to the timberwolves and the 
oddest thing happened no more than 10 minutes ago glenn taylor the owner of the timberwolves came in 
along with kevin mchale and talked with the media and literally said what do you want us to do we're not 
going to hold up jerseys and he seemed to be visibly shaken while he was talking this went on and and the 
reporters and three or four agreed don't hold it now hold it later you look back if you do it now hold it later he 
agreed i followed him with a camera out and i said glenn can you talk to me just for a minute about what 
happened he started to talk and he said my granddaughter was involved in the accident and at the end he 
says i think she's okay but he was visibly shaken he didn't want to go through the press conference they 
didn't they'll hold it at a later time and that's the latest from the target center it happened about 10 minutes 
ago 
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10 minutes ago all right thank you very much uh best jet is at hennepin county medical center where a 
number of the injured have been taken there we should also mention here that the lobby of the red cross 
building and on river road has been turned into a triage center and also that fairview riverside hospital is 
calling this a disaster code orange a fairly elevated level we would assume they're readying for wounded and 
injuries now do we have beth ted at the hennepin county medical center yes cindy i'm here in fact if you 
listen you can hear the sirens of the ambulances arriving here at hennepin county medical center i can tell 
you that just on the other side of hcmc where the ambulances were arriving a woman or a gentleman came 
up to me and identified himself as dave dahl he is the husband of kim dahl who was driving that school bus 
that was involved in the collab he says he talked to his wife she was okay her knee was injured but of course 
she had been taken to the emergency room and so she's trying to he's trying to find out how exactly she's 
doing and he rushed into the medical center now i will say we also talked to a medical professional from 
inside who is describing who they've been seeing saying that some patients the injuries are various some 
patients are coming in in critical condition unconscious others just the lacerations and that sort of thing he 
says that he could not confirm any fatalities at this point and i asked him are you seeing dozens and dozens 
of victims coming in and he said no we're not in dozens yet but i can tell you it seems like a steady stream of 
ambulances arriving here at hennepin county medical center and we're talking with the people as they go in 
to see what their experiences were with this and how their loved ones are we'll keep reporting it to you back 
to you beth we'll take it here and talk to you about the red cross and that school bus if we can get back to the 
school bus guys in the chopper we are now being told by the red cross that some of the kids who are on that 
bus are at the red cross triage center that cindy just mentioned they didn't confirm that all of the kids are 
there but they do have some of those kids at the red cross triage center right now and we have heard from 
two gentlemen who were on the bridge when it collapsed that they did get the children estimated ages 
between 8 and 14 
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ages between 8 and 14 coming back from a summer youth program they did get those kids off of the bus rod 
simons is on one end of that bridge and rod you have brought us a number of more than witnesses they 
were participants in this can you uh take it up from here rod cindy john i am with chuck hoffman who has 
been shaking but is glad to be alive tonight was admittedly on his way home uh actually going to the 
university of minnesota on a regular old drive going 10 to 20 miles an hour chuck you remember exactly what 
happened tell us what happened yes i was driving south and 35. and my car started bouncing up and down i 
didn't know what was going on i looked in the rearview mirror saw the bridge collapse right behind me all the 
cars were going down dropping down out of sight and you said one of the things you tried to do was speed 
up so you could get over that hump wasn't it yep i kept going i looked i looked forward and the bridge ahead 
of me was undulating i thought this could collapse too i could go down i kept going and i made it you said you 
had the presence of mind not to panic tell us about that well i didn't have time to do anything except keep 


going and just hope i make it how do you feel right now you were telling us earlier that you're happy to be 
alive i'm very happy to be alive and i just feel very badly for the people who didn't make it it could have been 
me a few seconds later i would have gone down too chuck thank you for your time you're welcome chuck 
hoffman on the scene we are being moved from a third floor parking ramp where we are literally a few 
hundred feet from the buckle bridge itself it is a very very strange sight you can see the bridge on one end 
goes straight down to the river on the other end you can see the buckle bridge and you can't see the river 
back to you all right thank you very much rod simons on the scene also on the scene allison triarcy on the 
other side allison cindy i am at the north side of the bridge the very beginning of where the class started in 
front of me about 30 feet there are six class cars that basically slid down the bridge and crashed into each 
other the news i'm 
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and crashed into each other the news i'm hearing from minneapolis police is that everyone on the north side 
of the bridge came out and was still breathing and alive when they were taken out of here i've got a fireman 
coming up right here he's telling me there are 10 cars here that we can see i don't think he knows we're alive 
on the air right now but there are some on the other side he says he says he believes sir you really would go 
as high as 100 cars involved a fireman here has a minimum of 50 cars involved well that that's about what 
we've been saying based on your estimate and then steve shaw a little later on 50 plus cars every fire 
department in the twin cities has been called police from little canada west saint paul north saint paul has 
been seen even private security personnel have been dispatched out here to help all right and everyone and 
allison you've just reported that you've been told that everybody on the north side managed to somehow get 
out that's right they managed to get out alive they left here breathing that's what i was told all right we also 
have glenn barbour you're listening to am 1500 kstp and we are bringing you live coverage of a bridge 
collapse in downtown minneapolis 35 w crossing the mississippi river collapsed shortly after six o'clock this 
evening what you're hearing is coverage from our sister tv station kstp we will continue to bring you live 
coverage and updates from the minnesota twins game tonight against the kansas city royals we understand 
the twins decided to go ahead and play that game just to keep people inside the metrodome rather than send 
all of those people back out on the streets we return now to kstp tv's coverage of the bridge collapse in 
downtown [Music] sort of thing minneapolis talked to the gentleman who was on the bridge when the phrases 
underneath him he described uh that it happened slowly at first and then suddenly the bridge dropped out 
beneath him he had to crawl up the uh deck the ramp deck which you've seen is angled at about 45 degree 
angle 
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seen is angled at about 45 degree angle to get to safety before he did that he was right next bus he 
described that there were dozens of kids on the bus screaming and [Music] all right thank you glenn i think 
what we're hearing too is some of the cell phone information some of the cell phone conversations that 
possibly are cutting in on different channels there but once again if you are just joining us right now and 
obviously we are not in regular programming right now 35 w bridge collapse between university and 
washington the bridge collapsed all four lanes collapsed it happened about five after six at the tail end of 
rush hour a minimum of 50 cars have been involved in this there was a school bus involved in this we have 
been told that the students on that school bus were on a school trip were taken out of the school bus but 
there do appear to be multiple injuries we have reporters on the scene at hennepin county medical center 
who are telling us that the victims are streaming in although no estimate yet on how many people yet have 
been admitted but you can be rest assured there are more than several dozens we continue to do a lot of 
this via telephone tim sherno right now has made it to the scene tim i understand you are under the bridge 
what can you tell us from where you're at we are uh just on the way on the west side of the river south of the 
bridge and what i can see is that part of the bridge that collapsed at a bizarre sight to see the one section of 
the bridge looking perfectly normal and then at one of the support columns the bridge just snapped and it 
disappeared out of our view moments ago one of the tankers that was burning we could see black billowing 
smoke and police are now moving everybody out of the area there's one tanker just behind where that tanker 


was burning that they were concerned about if it might uh catch fire they wanted everybody out of the area 
they're setting up the police lines far away from this bridge and the an unprecedented step police have 
actually been telling people to take control of the situation to chase people out of the area we were 
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chase people out of the area we were walking down a path a woman said very certainly to us i was told by 
police not to let you down here you're not getting past me as officers work to respond to this event john cena 
back to you all right tim thanks we do have one other piece of information we talked to that safety engineer 
about 10 minutes ago about the the bridge span and some of the reports that we were getting and he was 
wondering whether there was a perhaps some distress on the bridge that may very well be and again he was 
an engineer was not involved in the construction the repair the the the maintenance of the bridge in any way 
but we do have from the u of m website uh from the center for transportation studies an evaluation that was 
done of this bridge of the deck truss is what it's called back in 2001 this bridge was studied and in a nutshell 
engineers studied this bridge and found that it was okay in fact quoting from this report that we have in front 
of us the research helped determine that the fatigue cracking of the deck truss is not likely which means that 
the bridge should not have any problems with fatigue cracking in the foreseeable future what that means 
from 2001 we don't know but there it is just so we provide a little more a little more context into what what 
possibly could have happened and we have a follow-up report from 2006 that says monitor fatigue cracking 
from out of the plane bending at the approach span girders again just to kind of keep you here up to date 
with the information that we're learning about what possibly would have happened although at this point 
we're just looking at what is happening right now raw video from hennepin county medical center we are 
seeing this along with you for the first time this is video that we shot now i don't think this again is video we 
shot short time ago and you may see it rewind on the air we do know that hennepin county medical center 
has some sort of emergency or crisis plan in place they've told our reporters we know that fairview has its 
code orange disasters disaster code orange planets fairview riverside hospital there we see a young person 
on a backboard strapped to the backboard being taken care of by these emergency room workers being 
wheeled into headphone county medical center this again raw video 
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medical center this again raw video video that we're seeing with you for the first time from hcmc now we do 
have reporters on the scene as they monitor the stream of victims coming in here we've been told it has 
been a steady stream that hennepin county medical center as you said has a disaster plan in place to 
monitor all of the activity that is occurring right now and that we also know that fairview riverside hospital is 
calling this a cold orange disaster okay us internet is pitching in right now we told you about cell phone lines 
and you heard the cell phone lines when you're talking to our glenn barber how there's a lot of overlapping 
bleed over us internet is providing for minneapolis free wi-fi service for the next 12 hours in the downtown 
area downtown in the surrounding area that way if you want to im someone if you want to email someone let 
them know that you're okay or if you want to try to get a hold of a family member a loved one you can do that 
in the downtown and surrounding areas via us internet that wi-fi service will be free again let's give you a little 
background on this bridge here was constructed in 1967 this bridge is described as unique in that it has no 
pure supports it is a span of steel over the river and what happened to this span of steel is that for whatever 
reason it collapsed almost into shreds looking at many shots like simply a pile of matchstick steel there's a 
freight train there i had not seen that before there is a freight train underneath right there underneath the the 
the bridge and that crushed the uh crushed the train car right there um 64 feet foot drop did you mention that 
a 64-foot drop into the water and i would assume onto the pavement below and the parts were that where 
the bridge is not over the water 64-foot drop and we have talked to uh someone who was caught in this that 
that did drop didn't drop into the river but dropped directly onto a slab of cement below and managed to get 
out let's go back to glen barber we have him again on the phone and we'll hope to keep keep his connection 
right now glenn yeah cindy i am here at the corner of uh 11th and university uh right now where we can see 
where the deck bridge has collapsed 
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where the deck bridge has collapsed we're basically right under chopper 5 at this point earlier in the 
afternoon immediately after the incident happened i was on the other side of the river over toward the guthrie 
theater that is where we saw the children from that bus coming up and uh out of the area where the the the 
truck was burning uh dozens of children i'm told by a man who was on that school bus that the children are 
part of a youth group that were coming back from a field trip uh when the bridge deck collapsed underneath 
them i also spoke with another man who was in his own personal pickup truck he described the bridge as 
sort of starting to give away slowly and then suddenly the bridge deck collapsed underneath him he had to 
crawl out of his vehicle and then he went over to the school bus and tried to rescue some of those children 
literally encouraging the children to jump out of the windows into his arms we saw a number of children who 
were crying and very upset a number of other children who were clearly injured paramedics were loading 
them into ambulances and rushing them off to the hospital the extent of any injuries at this point we just don't 
know or at least i haven't heard back uh on that just yet quite a dramatic scene again over toward the u of m 
off of university avenue literally thousands of people uh flocking to this area to the rivers banks to get a 
glimpse of this uh bridge which uh it's just unbelievable to see it as we've been seeing in the video cindy and 
john glenn thanks uh you know it it's horrible the pictures are terrible we have a major disaster on our hands 
on the twin cities but we have heard now from three four five people about everyday people who themselves 
were neck deep in this disaster who took it upon themselves to go to school buses to go to vehicles to go to 
that ups truck we heard people talk about and try to get people out of harm's way that says something about 
about the people who live here because you can cut and run but these people did 
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you can cut and run but these people did not they work to get those kids out of the bus they work to get that 
truck drive out of the ups truck at risking their own lives and right now an hour almost an hour and a half after 
this disaster hit that is uh one of the encouraging things about this story and we saw people waiting for 
victims of firefighters handing victims to people in street clothes trying to get them away from the scene let's 
go to beth jenn at hennepin county medical center uh let's see if we can get a little better status report on the 
victims as they come in beth well cindy we've been seeing those victims that you've been describing coming 
in just a few at a time here and there and the injuries are varying the medical personnel updated us to tell us 
that the injuries include people who are unconscious bloody et cetera as well as people who have minor 
injuries and so forth and we did run into the husband of the bus driver kim dahl who tells us that kim was 
injured her knee was injured but other than that she was okay as he understood she was heading into the 
emergency room i can also tell you that the ambulances that have been arriving at hennepin county medical 
center have slowed down in terms of the number of them there's been a bit of a lull i don't know exactly what 
that means christine hill from the public relations department of hcmc was just giving reporters an update so 
we'll give you that information momentarily but i can tell you it seemed to be a good sign that fewer people 
were arriving but again all different ages of the victims one little boy we saw covered in blood and so forth so 
we don't know their status the medical personnel describe some injuries of course as critical they tell me they 
weren't sure if anyone has been deceased coming into their hospital so they're right in the middle of a crisis 
situation we've been seeing nurses run in everyone frantic to help and rush in to do what they can so i'm 
going to brief with my colleagues to see what christine hill had to say from hcmce and i'll get right back to you 
all right thank you very much beth now we have on the phone with us len levine len levine was the former 
commissioner of transportation during the governor perpich era lynn are you on the phone yes who's 
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era lynn are you on the phone yes who's this this is cindy brucato yeah hi good to talk to you again and um 
uh you were you were a commissioner with something similar like this happen we're going to be also while 
you're talking showing our viewers some of the tape from the videotape from the scene cindy let me ask you 
are you on the air right now we are live on the airline uh they asked me if i wanted to come down i'd be 
happy to come down and i understand i just got off an airplane i was in washington dc and coincidentally i left 


congressman oberstar's office a couple hours ago and uh i got off the plane and my wife called me and told 
me what happened and of course i heard it it's all over the airport and all the monitors well we will let you get 
on your way but one quick question here uh in your have you had experience in this kind of situation well it 
was a friday evening and i was sitting down to dinner when the phone rang and a bridge collapsed at lake 
street under construction and at the moment and at that time there was such a disconnect with 
communications we didn't know from one side of the river to the other minneapolis police saint paul police 
people didn't know the governor called he did i knew before him and then he called me and he asked what 
happened and how many people were injured or killed in the first report i got i drove right over there i didn't 
live too far from there and we were told 21 people had gotten killed it was was a it was horrible as it was it 
was still a terrible thing one worker got killed and and he tried to protect the others as the bridge was shaking 
and this was what some 20 some 30 some years ago well it wasn't that long but it was um it was in the late 
uh 1980s it might have been 88 or 89 i can't remember exactly the year commissioner you're coming here to 
join us to give us some insight that's john mason by the way live on live on the air with you yes john i'd be 
happy to do that because i know that there are there are a lot of questions and um there are and we're gonna 
let you get going because we'd like to get you in here to add to our coverage and give people some insight 
into what might have happened thanks commissioner we hope to see you here shortly you know where we 
live i know where you are okay okay to reset things and then we're gonna get out to hennepin county 
medical center this video tape shot by chopper five this is probably about a half hour old right now 
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about a half hour old right now 605 pm 35 w bridge over mississippi river collapses we have a number of 
eyewitness accounts from people who survived this this disaster saying there was a loud rumbling the 
undulation the bouncing up and down of cars on this bridge in both directions one witness one person who 
survived describes looking in his rear view mirror and seeing cars literally fall out of sight behind him he 
stepped on the gas to get off the bridge and he survived we estimate 50 plus vehicles i think that's a 
conservative estimate 50 plus vehicles involved we have a school bus involved we're told the kids got off that 
school bus you can see it on the tape right there next to that fire burning and we have a number of semi 
trucks and we have a freight train underneath this bridge a couple of the cars have been crushed by the 
force of this bridge which dropped 60 plus feet into the river and onto the pavement below allison triarcy 
joining again on the phone as she is at the vantage point at one end of the bridge allison that's right cindy i'm 
at the north end of the bridge i just finished speaking with kent barnard the communication specialist for the 
minnesota department of transportation he confirmed to me that there were no structural problems with this 
bridge the crews working on this bridge were simply resurfacing fixing potholes laying new concrete down i 
asked him several times if this bridge had any problems in the past he says it is regularly expected because 
it is such a high travel bridge he said that there are no problems he is dumbfounded as so what happened 
here today all right thank you allison and that word from kent barnard good piece of information we'll 
continue to explore that part of the story this is videotape from chopper 5 from about 30 minutes ago 
meteorologist dave dahl's in the weather center right now dave you pass me a note but we'll let you tell folks 
this there is rain headed into this area where this rescue operation is going on yeah john actually the 
heaviest storms right now are quite a ways north they're up in [ ___] rapids and blaine moving toward fridley 
but they are dropping southeastward should arrive in that area and that's the unfortunate thing of course uh it 
will probably hamper some of the 
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uh it will probably hamper some of the rescue efforts and some of the efforts that are underway there that will 
probably arrive in the next half an hour the way the estimates are right now at the rate that is approaching 
frequent lightning strikes with this some pea sized hail as well but some heavy heavy downpours uh which 
could cause some serious problems along with what's going on out there right now john all right thank you 
dave thanks let's get out to hennepin county medical center colleen matheny was listening in on a news 
conference to get some more information for us about the injuries colleen well the full-scale disaster plan is 
in place here at the hospital they have called what they call an alert orange that means they are in full scale 


disaster mode they are calling for any hospital staff to come in if they are not working right now the hospital 
wants you them to come in and start working what we know so far we've seen at least eight ambulances 
come in here the hospital confirms that they are treating 15 patients related to this disaster they have not 
confirmed any fatalities at this point what they are telling us is they are treating the injured we saw people 
coming in with cuts bruises lacerations no surprise there neck braces one small boy coming in on stretchers 
they did say some are critical some of the injuries they're treating here are non-life threatening but again 
they're triaging these patients as they come in they want all their hospital staff on hand if they can and they 
are saying they expect this just to be the first wave just just the first wave of people coming in we see rescue 
workers in rather uh frantic mode as you can imagine um coming in and trying to help with the situation but 
again they're saying this is the first flow of patients coming in i'm going to send it back to you thanks colleen 
we just want to give some of our viewers here some information that you might find very necessary first of all 
a request by the cell phone companies do not use cell phones in that area unless absolutely necessary 
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in that area unless absolutely necessary as a matter of fact do not use your cell phones in general the 
system as you might expect is getting very overloaded and also us internet which provides wi-fi wireless 
internet service in downtown minneapolis and the surrounding area now says it will provide free wi-fi service 
in the areas that it covers free for the next 12 hours if you need to communicate and can stay off your cell 
phones instead i am email use the wi-fi that us internet will provide free for the next 12 hours again this is 
video taper looking at the disaster scene the 35 w bridge the collapse happened about 605 about 90 minutes 
ago do we have a map to show uh to show and if you live in the twin cities and you drive in the twin cities you 
know this you know where it is where it's at but we want to put a map up just so you could see in perspective 
this is in the middle of it all this bridge is in the middle of everything it is a main thoroughfare two hundred 
thousand cars vehicles that cross this bridge every day that's the latest that's what we were told earlier 605 
pm the tail end of rush hour also with minnesota twins traffic coming into the city to go to the dome to watch 
the ball game this is in the middle of it all and and the pictures we're showing you in the pictures we're seeing 
along with you for the very first time are shocking what we're seeing is a frantic rescue effort we're seeing 
hospitals mobilize trying to get their triage programs and seemingly getting their triage programs into place to 
try to help these victims who have been who have been injured in this catastrophe this bridge was built in 
1967 it is unique there are no peer supports this was a span of metal that crossed the bridge right here in the 
heart of the city now a faintly beating heart of the city right now we have glen barber on the phone from his 
vantage point glenn cindy just a reminder we're here at university and 10th street not far from the u of m from 
here we can see uh the bridge collapsed and i have to be careful as i walk here there's a lot of emergency 
vehicles coming and going that's what we've been noticing at this point still plenty of emergency vehicles 
arriving on the scene water rescue craft 
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the scene water rescue craft crews from as far away as maple grove as i noticed earlier when this incident 
happened just after it i was on the uh riverbank we talked to a number of people who were on the bridge 
when the bridge deck beneath them uh fell out from under them including a gentleman who was on the 
school bus tells us that a youth group uh was headed back from a field trip and he was just so distraught he 
could barely even speak to me obviously their immediate concern was dealing with the injuries to all of the 
children on that school bus we also talked with a gentleman earlier today who described the scene at that 
school bus after he was able to escape from his vehicle which was literally uh you know at a 45 degree angle 
down that ridge bridgewood deck uh he tried to rescue some kids out of the bus encouraged him to jump out 
of the windows we witnessed a number of children who were very upset uh but most of them appear to be uh 
with non-life-threatening injuries however paramedics did take a number of them away to hospitals as i said 
at this point still plenty of witnesses uh plenty of residents in the area of u of m coming to the rivers banks uh 
trying to get a glimpse of the bridge we did notice some military aircraft flying overhead i don't know if the 
national guard is now assisting in some way that is that that is correct glenn that is the man in the national 
guard and medical helicopters that you see hovering overhead right again this is videotape videotaped uh 


shot by chopper5 in the 15 or 20 minutes or so after this bridge collapses this video is probably about an 
hour old right now but you can see what we saw on live tv earlier rescues medical attention being given to 
people on these collapse spans of the bridge people sitting seemingly dazed by what has happened to them 
look right there two people sitting two more people standing waiting to get off of the bridge they're okay 
they're okay but they need to get off they need to get out steve shaw was one of the first reporters for us on 
the scene steve what 
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reporters for us on the scene steve what do you have for us john we got there maybe just before chopper 
five tiger kevin bubock was probably the first photographer to shoot pictures from the 10th street bridge we're 
rushing that back to the station as we speak but what i was struck by is that the emergency crews were 
getting there as fast as they could but there was still about a 20-minute lag 30-minute lag maybe before 
some of those folks who were in those cars who took that plummet uh were they were able to get to those 
people they were just getting to those people that when we moved to another location but that's kind of what 
struck me also what struck me is right there at university and 10th street a civilian was directing traffic folks 
for the first 45 minutes to an hour before they got somebody down there to do it uh someone's a police 
department or someone with the city and it's still very frantic down there they're trying to get as many 
emergency uh vehicles on the 10th street bridge in a staging area as they can to get to the to continue to 
treat these people that we were we were talking about that when uh when we were just off camera here 
briefly which was how much traffic is actually moving around there because it looks like other than the rescue 
scenes that we're seeing in the rescue crews and by the way we are looking at videotape here and not a live 
picture the traffic is not there's just nothing out there steve yeah and i would implore people who are 
watching this on tv or listening to on the radio stay away from that area if you can give the emergency crews 
a break here they're they're getting as many folks into position as they can but it's just slow going right all 
right rod simons is at the red cross triage center a busy place rod rod can you hear me we had rod simons 
on the phone we apparently lost no no no are you there okay go ahead i'm here i'm sorry you guys it's uh 
quite chaotic down here but one thing i wanted to tell you at the foot of the washington avenue exit exit 17 c 
off of the bridge the minnesota structural collapse rescue team has just assembled they are 
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rescue team has just assembled they are actually on the southbound side heading north on the other side 
they are assembling and moving on underneath to try to do some assessments they have been joined by 
ramsey county and inoke county search and rescue as well as the dive team have assembled here they are 
moving as many people as they can back to washington avenue because of the severity of the situation they 
have assembled probably three dozen ambulances as well as squad cars any kind of rescue vehicle they 
can they have assembled along river drive to try to make a difference with this uh structural collapse rescue 
team as well as the dive team we'll keep on this and keep you posted all right we we uh we are looking here 
at videotape that was taken earlier and uh some of this again is is brand new to us brand new to our scenes 
here uh rod are you still on the phone i am all right rod these structural rescue rescue teams uh what is it that 
they are equipped to do specifically in this situation can you just give us a a quick you know cindy i i have 
been i'm i'm literally 100 to maybe 150 yards away from them and they have much of the same equipment as 
a fire truck has they're equipped the same way they're wearing a lot of the same gear but they do have a lot 
of rope right i'm going to interrupt you because we're looking at some raw video video we have not seen of 
from ground level of the bridge collapse and this is a ground level shot of the fire we saw burning from above 
that semi truck that seemed to be on fire in the vehicle next to it and this is video of firefighters who again are 
out there on that collapsed span of bridge trying to get water on this fire judging by the fire i'm guessing this 
video might have been shot about oh 45 50 minutes ago maybe an hour ago and the amount of daylight that 
we've got and this is the first time that we've seen it or again we're looking at it along with you and the 
firefighters risking their lives to get out there to 
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risking their lives to get out there to put the fire out so they can get some people underneath there to see 
what if anything they can do for these folks there's a a vehicle looked like an suv that was crossing the bridge 
again the bridge bounced the cars bounced with it then all of a sudden it just gave way and pancaked down 
into the river and out of the surrounding pavement again raw video in from the scene bringing with it by the 
way when it pancaked like that cars that did not land in the river but landed instead on the cement below 
undoubtedly creating a shock and a commotion although we have talked to to people who were in those 
vehicles who did manage to emerge and we talked to people who drove through this thing who drove who 
sped up and got away from it who saw cars literally drop out of sight this is video now looking right down into 
i don't know that we could see that very clearly from the air the the rescue scene there's a car hanging off of 
the edge of the bridge white vehicle obviously caught in the middle of this raw video that we shot that just 
came back into our newsroom this is a rescue that was going on on one of the collapse spans of of the 
bridge rescue teams in their yellow suits you now we're seeing the the landscape from the air dotted with 
these lime green backboards that they're bringing out these lime green backboards are all over the scene 
right now as they look for victims and try to help victims and get them to the nearest hospital let us tell you 
here now who would be at work here we do know that virtually every emergency crew operation here in the 
twin cities has been sending crews to the scene we do know that a cold orange has been declared at 
hennepin county medical center and at fairview riverside hospital we also know that the national guard has 
sent medical evacuation helicopters and we do know that structural support rescue teams a group of people 
that probably have some kind of of equipment specifically designed for these kind of rescues are also these 
teams are also on the scene a look again at videotape brought into the five eyewitness newsroom for you 
about 10 minutes ago this seems to be video shot about 45 minutes ago a red water rescue boat from 
minneapolis 
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a red water rescue boat from minneapolis police department on the scene trying to get in trying to get an 
angle on helping there's a backboard being rushed over to a victim bob mcnainy is with us as we continue to 
watch this video about you know a little bit more about this structural rescue team that rod simons was 
referencing and what they do and how they go about their job help us out here yeah it's a very very specially 
trained unit that the minneapolis fire department has the most recent example we've the people most likely 
have seen was when the structure collapsed up in maple grove uh the specially trained to get into these very 
small places it is it's the kind of work that is that you look at the collapse and you say how can anybody 
survive underneath there well there are pockets when a large structure collapses and these folks are 
especially trying to get in there stabilize find people stabilize the most immediate area around the victim 
begin whatever medical aid they can give to those people and then get them out as quickly as possible but 
these are folks that this is what they do this is what they train for but clearly this is the type of exercise that's 
going to to absolutely tax all of their skills yeah what we're looking at here bob is is is new video that has 
come into uh the newsroom a new ground video and it appeared when you were talking about that structural 
support rescue team that we were seeing one of those workers who looked like he was crawling into some 
kind of a space yeah that's exactly what they do and then you know people are familiar with dogs they're 
specially trained dogs that will be brought in as well tonight that will be looking uh trying to pick up the scent 
of people that are underneath or people talk about cadaver dogs well they're actually dogs that go in looking 
for live people and the dogs you probably start seeing showing up on the scene as well probably pretty soon 
as well this is a constructed effort okay bob we have about an hour and a half of daylight left as the rescue 
effort continues at 35 w on the bridge over the mississippi river steve shaw who was on the scene now is 
back in the newsroom steve you were there when this video we've been looking at for the last few 
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we've been looking at for the last few minutes we shot tell us about it well john and cindy kevin bubach and i 
got to the scene uh i think a short time after it happened we heard it on the scanner and took off to get there 
and i think this thing caught the police by surprise i mean they were as much surprised as we were they got 
there a short time before we did they led us onto the bridge a lot of folks ran onto the bridge and were just 


looking in a gas what they were i mean there were people crying on that bridge they just could not believe 
what they were looking at people were asking us questions like we knew something and we didn't we were 
trying to get information from the police uh and then when we walked up to see what exactly happened it was 
like a page out of their richer gear movie i i couldn't believe it i literally couldn't believe what i was looking at 
well you can see the shock on that woman's face when she walked up to kevin i could read her lips the 
bridge collapsed the bridge collapsed the shock on their face reminiscent of the san francisco earthquake or 
maybe even the scenes we saw in manhattan of 9 11 steve just a surreal scene absolutely on everyone's 
faces even police and john i remarked about that when we got on the scene the police were just as shocked 
as we were and then we went and got closer and could really focus in on what we were looking at and the 
bridge i was surprised there were cars intact sitting in the middle of the mississippi river on the bridge and it 
looked like people were walking around and it looked like they were okay i can't believe people are okay 
because that bridge just bam all the way down to the to the river yeah it appears to be something totally 
random that that that a car would break in half and somebody could manage to crawl out of the cab and then 
go rescue uh a couple of dozen kids from a school bus that was right behind did you see that any part of that 
school bus rescue or even in fact where it was there on the bridge we got cindy we got there right after that 
and honestly just probably 20 minutes ago we spoke to the mother of one of those kids who was on that 
school bus who called 
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who was on that school bus who called mom on his cell phone and told her that he he was okay and she got 
to the bridge and was asking kevin and i what she should do and we tried to hook her up with you know 
anybody a police officer who could help help her get to the red cross wherever they're keeping those kids but 
she said her son said he's okay i think mom's a little more you know she's really upset and understandably i 
can't imagine this is going to resonate in these cities for many many many years this is videotaped shot by 
chopper5 you're looking at it right now we're going to re-rack as we say we're going to rewind that video that 
steve and his photographer kevin bubach shot and we're going to look at that again in the meantime we're 
going to tell you the red cross right now is working to put a website up so victims families of victims can 
contact relatives to let them know that they're okay they hope to have that website up in about 15 minutes it 
is not a phone number now keep this in mind it is a website and when we get that web address the moment 
we get it either in the newsroom or here on the set we are going to pass it along to the red cross work and 
get that website up and again we're looking at video shot uh 40 minutes ago by our crew on the ground let's 
go to allison triage she has been stationed on the north end of the bridge in ellison we know you talked to 
kent barnard from the minnesota department of transportation anything else you can enlighten us on at this 
point well certainly ken has been inspecting everything out here walking around on the structure trying to 
figure out what he can by talking to the various construction crews who are out here baffled actually looking 
at things now trying to figure out what went wrong meanwhile i sit here at the base of the bridge while people 
start to gather with me behind the police line companies like ups pci these are people that know their truck 
drivers their people are on the bridge and they're waiting to find out if they're okay you know allison when you 
talked to the official from the department of transportation ken barnard uh when we have certainly talked to 
him before did he give you any indication that there were any workers on the bridge any state workers on the 
bridge 
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state workers on the bridge absolutely there are workers on the bridge and there were workers on the bridge 
when it collapsed as a matter of fact i asked him if he knew of his crews and if people were missing in his 
crew he said he did not know he also said he can't tell me right now all right all right thank you very much 
allison once again these are pictures that were shot earlier via chopper 5 of the bridge collapse on 35 w 
between washington avenue and university or university in washington avenue this happened about five after 
six at the tail end of the rush hour we have reports from the scene that indicate as many as 50 cars and 
perhaps more were on this bridge when it collapsed this is a span a free standing span if you will a bridge a 
span of steel across the river doesn't have pier supports and it just it stood 64 feet over the river and and 


according to the people who were in the cars that were on there there was a rumble a slow rumble and then 
a collapse starting at either end john christie peels with us on the phone right now another reporter of ours 
who has gotten to the scene to get to get you and get us some more information christy go ahead well john 
what we've seen as we've been driving around trying to get down to the scene is the emergency crews they 
are coming from as far away we've seen as new scandia new brighton anoka county all over air boats rescue 
teams dive teams many of these emergency crews police officers we've seen in their own cars trying to get 
through the traffic the problem is that traffic is so heavy so many people trying to get down to look at this or 
to come down and see if their loved ones are okay if they can see any cars in the water these emergency 
crews are having a very difficult time and it's slowing them up trying to get to the scene all right christy thanks 
very much we have an interview on tape right now that we have not seen out here but we want to bring it to 
you it's with the owner of the timberwolves glenn taylor we told you earlier john gross our photojournalist was 
talking about a news conference that was set up at the target center that uh obviously abruptly ended and we 
want to play the tape of glenn taylor owner of the timberwolves he talked to reporters and let's hear what he 
has to 
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reporters and let's hear what he has to say i mean how do you feel about this decision and what happened 
well first of all my granddaughter was is part of it so i would be emotional no matter what but this is a family 
thing so um there's just more important things in life than the basketball team and uh i just thought this is 
appropriate time let's uh pray and and care about the families that are have family members or their friends 
that are involved in this tragedy and that that's what i'm going to concentrate on and we can always get 
together and talk about our fun things in life as sports and we'll do that at a later date you say it was a 
relative it was my granddaughter was involved in it yes and i think she's going to be okay this is amazing 
what happened you had to do that well i i life is uh filled with unexpected events and uh and we adjust to 
them and and but in in this sense the community has to come together and take care of those that are uh 
involved in this tragic event that's glenn taylor owner of the timberwolves yeah his uh at the uh at a disrupted 
timberwolves news conference glenn taylor hearing word that his young granddaughter was involved and he 
is telling us or at least he told us at that point that he thought she was okay we wish him well as we do 
everybody else that's involved in this as you can imagine the the story and the facts i mean coming in in 
volume to our newsroom we want to make you aware of a couple of reports that are out there that we are still 
trying to track down first of all associated press in the twin cities reporting one person is dead cnn is reporting 
that three people are dead after this after this catastrophe in the 35 w 35 w bridge span so once again i want 
to make sure we attribute those reports associated press in the twin cities reporting one person dead cnn 
reporting three people dead we have 
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cnn reporting three people dead we have our reporters and our producers back in the newsroom working on 
the phones trying to get you the best latest information and i believe we're going to get it to you but right now 
those reports are out there about fatalities and once again this happened about five after six this evening uh 
the bridge collapsing between university and washington avenue a span of bridge not supported by piers 
collapsing into the mississippi river there are reports now according to cnn as john just said three fatalities 
and a stream of victims coming into hennepin county medical center which has like a fairview riverside 
hospital declared a code orange an emergency to take care of these victims mndot minnesota department of 
transportation planning a news conference we're told 8 30 or 9 o'clock within the hour where they will talk 
about what they know right now we had kent barnard who talked to our reporter alison triarcy about 40 
minutes ago told her there were no structural problems with this bridge the work that was referenced earlier 
in our coverage with construction workers on the bridge resurfacing it was not structural work it was simply 
resurfacing and crack filling work and we are are being told that there probably were construction crews 
finishing up their day who were on the bridge when it went down glenn barbour joining us again glenn cindy 
i'm here again at university and 10th avenue with a gentleman named michael and michael uh we're live on 
the air right now tell me what you did as soon as you uh witnessed this bridge collapse from a distance um i 


ran down as fast as i could uh you know looked at the train that got taken out um you know went past all the 
debris and uh i made way past the first section of bridge uh that was taken out and uh you know looked 
around there were some people that were they were kind of helped people out there but i wanted to get back 
down i want to get to the water first just to make sure that nobody was drowning and michael you were 
saying the reason that you ran down there is your first aid certified yes that's right and did you did you see 
anybody that was injured or needed immediate 
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was injured or needed immediate attention uh pretty much all over the place really i mean uh in some 
sections would you know there was a big pile up of cars you know as one section would crush down you 
know maybe say a 50 to 100 foot section of bridge would just would go to a 45 degree angle and all the cars 
would just smash up on top of each other rocks and chunks of bridge would in some cases were on top of 
other cars there was a couple cars in the in the water too that had chunks of cement and so that part of the 
bridge that actually smashed them down into the water and some people in in those people's circumstances 
could make it out all right michael thank you for that firsthand account uh john again as you were mentioning 
a lot of people just jumping right in running to uh to help uh as soon as they realized the significance of this 
uh event we also talked to another person who was just about to cross into the broken bridge area and she 
noticed she described the light uh the the street lights starting to wobble and then fall she slammed on her 
brakes and she did it in time so uh just a lot of amazing stories out here uh of survival but again uh it looks 
like that there may be some disasters for some families as well john cindy all right thanks let's go to our 
newsroom right now actually what you're going to be seeing are pictures that our steve sean photographer 
kevin buback took shortly after their arrival on the scene which was shortly after this happened steve and just 
to remind folks that spot where glenn barbour is standing right now he just did that live report is for the first 
45 minutes after this thing happened there were civilians directing traffic that really struck me and we're 
going to give you a little taste of that quite honestly the chaos of what we encountered when we got on the 
10th street bridge go ahead and roll that tape a whole cluster of fire trucks and policemen it's not real unreal 
but the cars were all stopped so we got off i mean as we came around we saw that the bridge was out so i 
ran down because i'm a first aid responder so i ran down there and there was there's only just mainly people 
that 
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there's only just mainly people that were there dropping each other each other out were people that were 
already they were involved in the crash it's pretty crazy um you know like um they were just like some of 
some cars were like completely flattened and then there was family members running i seen a man my 
daughter's in the water my daughter's in the water and he was running to the like trying to get further down 
right by the accident people so many people wanted to help and they still want to help but stay away from 
that area folks if you can the emergency crews are getting down there the right people are getting into place 
let them do their jobs you stay away from that area the traffic will flow more smoothly and it makes the whole 
operation go much better back to you folks all right steve thanks we're looking at a videotaped shot by uh 
shot by chopper5 a while ago i want to show you some still pictures too that our crews were taking along the 
way take a look it happened at the worst possible place at the worst possible time that's a 35w bridge in the 
river and this one was sent in specifically by one of our viewers there who had a a view very possibly from 
one of the apartment buildings that surrounds the area or there are parking ramps that surround the area 
yeah and that was one of the first witnesses we heard from was a guy who lives right over the river heard the 
rumbling some i think 10 stories up and looked out and couldn't believe what he was seeing again these are 
still pictures of the scene really giving a perspective of what has happened over the river and in the river this 
is going to be a mess in this area that's an understatement of probably the wrong choice of words for hours 
to come so what we want to do is to give you some alternate routes if you have to travel in that area and i 
would guess that only if you have to travel in there but of course it would be i-94 minnesota 280 35 e or 
minnesota 55 or in the west metro from 100 or 169 again some of these north-south routes of course 280 
101 69 35 e 55 cutting across the city we need to get those on our website and i don't 
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get those on our website and i don't know whether you can let us know i'm sure they are because the guys 
on with our website are good about getting the the directions on the website it's a whole lot easier to see it in 
front of you on a screen than it is to listen to to listen to us talking about it out here so we're going to get 
those alternatives for you on the website so you can figure out how to get to work tomorrow if you choose to 
go to work tomorrow what can you do if you need information let's talk about that first of all the red cross is 
working on getting a website up we heard about 15 minutes ago that it would happen anytime now it's 805 so 
we're hoping within the next hour so the red cross will have a website up so families of victims can contact 
relatives they hope to have that going soon it is not a phone number not a hotline it is a website you're asked 
by the various cell phone companies in the twin cities not to use your cell phone no matter where you are 
unless it is absolutely necessary because there is a huge volume of cell phone traffic in this area you're 
seeing you're asked to hold off on the cell phone conversations if you can and if you live in downtown 
minneapolis or the surrounding area where u.s internet provides the wireless internet service for the next 12 
hours probably till about 7 30 tomorrow morning the wi-fi service will be free that way you can instant 
message or email loved ones and let them know you're okay all right once again the traffic routes that are 
going to be recommended here to avoid that area specifically over the bridge this is actually going to be very 
obvious because a lot of this is going to be blocked off but essentially your north-south routes recommended 
are 169 or 100 over on the other side of the city which would be 35 e minnesota 55 which will cross across 
the city or minnesota 280 which will take you a little bit northbound and you can take that up to 694. this is 
going to be a very very congested and very difficult area to maneuver around and highly recommended that 
you avoid the area if at all possible again we've got some of these aerial scenes that were shot earlier and 
you can really see this devastation in particular in this 
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this devastation in particular in this area when you see the massive slabs of concrete and the cars that seem 
to be kind of erupting out of the concrete almost as as if they were in gulf well the river current there too you 
see the river moving along now we're going to get to bob mcnain who covers an awful lot of national security 
issues for us i want to put into context what bob is going to tell us about the fbi involvement by by reading 
you from the associated press what the homeland security department is saying tonight from washington a 
department spokesman says it does not appear there are no indications that this collapse is related to an act 
of terrorism the quote is we continue to monitor the situation at this time there's no indication of a nexus to 
terrorism you have some information from henneman county medical i do i do hennepin county medical 
center officially reporting treating 16 people we know there's been a stream of ambulances here but this is 
the official word we have no official comment on the extent of the injuries of course we have had beth jet and 
colleen manny on the scene and they have reported a range of injuries and an orange alert has been called 
both at hannover county medical center and fairview riverside and staff extra staff of course is being called 
now let's get to bob mcnainy as we talk about homeland security department bob saying there have no 
indications of terrorism we do know the fbi is in on this investigation right now you pick it up yeah absolutely 
and john people are going to see the fbi on the ground some of the pictures will be showing it you may have 
already seen it the jackets i touched paul mccabe a few minutes ago who uh here in minneapolis with the fbi 
and he says yeah we're down there we're assisting in any in our ways possible they will do whatever they're 
asked to do and this to first and foremost help the people down there but investigate exactly what may have 
gone wrong but paul mccabe reiterated several times with me that at this point there is nothing that would 
suggest that it is related to terrorism no previous threats to the bridge anything like that you know why would 
we even think that well frankly the department of homeland security said over and over again that interstate 
bridges in this country are potential targets for terrorists but in this case 
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targets for terrorists but in this case the fbi is saying yes we're down there yes people will see us down there 
but that does not mean that there is anything to suggest that terrorism is involved here all right bob thanks for 
that insight as always we appreciate it um we're waiting for a news conference outside hennepin county 
medical center with a doctor who can tell us more about the patients who are there we also have some 
information from the minnesota twins we have we have learned that the minnesota twins the day game 
tomorrow has been canceled as has the groundbreaking which was scheduled to start at 5 00 p.m yesterday 
understandably not only the twins of course the the stadium and the site fairly close to this area but of course 
out of deference to what is probably going to be some very disturbing news that continues to emerge from 
the site of this bridge collapse reporter mark albert mark are you just done walking in the bridge area or are 
you still out there well john uh we are now in a different location here sort of near the base of the bridge on 
the north side first though let me get to some information i've just obtained here and i apologize if you've 
already heard this i just spoke to a member of the minnesota department of public safety the governor 
governor tim pawlenty will be coming down to the scene here in a few hours tonight he apparently will be 
coming by ground because of all the air traffic and the department of public safety says he wants to come 
and look at the damage first hand governor tim valenti will be coming down here to survey the damage now 
about the bridge we were talking about john i was on the on-ramp to 35 south at washington right near that 
bp gas station if you're familiar with it it's directly north of this accident and they have been moving in uh 
heavy barricades now to shut down for quite some time obviously this section of the bridge there are 
thousands of people lined up from the stone arch bridge to the washington avenue bridge where i am here 
uh that stretches near to you uh lined up watching this scene and they are moving these barricades in place i 
also saw quite a few boats three or four going down this on-ramp to try to get to the shore here 
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get to the shore here try to get to the river so that they can put them in as you've been seeing all those 
pictures they can use all the help they can get right now so they've been moving those boats into place and 
there are a lot of construction workers gathered at this on-ramp here just waiting to see what they may be 
needed to do so that's the ladies we have from here but again john and cindy just learned here that governor 
tim pawlenty will be coming down to the scene here uh within the next hour or two back to you all right mark 
um while we wait for that development to unfold let's go on our phone right now to ted kanova from the 
minnesota red cross playing a very critical role right now in a very chaotic situation ted good evening it is 
chaotic but i i'm happy to report that the heroism and professionalism at work throughout the twin cities is 
unbelievable right now earlier in the night i was down by the river down the hill from kaufman union where 
boats were being put into the water with divers for search and rescue other boats were standing by other 
divers standing by and they were trading out so when divers were getting tired they'd come up they get in the 
boat and they would come in and out with others waiting and there were dozens dozens of boats waiting to 
go in afterwards here at the red cross we're we're the staging area right now for law enforcement officials but 
more importantly for a busload of 60 children i believe i saw it on your station the bus that fell right next to 
that burning van or burning truck i'm told that miraculously that bus fell from the bridge and landed if you can 
believe this on all four tires and because of that no doubt a miracle in the making if that story holds through 
the night it's incredible because ted did you say 66-0 children 60 kids were on the bus no one was critically 
injured seriously hurt there were a couple of kids uh two to possibly a dozen that were transported to the 
hospital i think the last count might have been ten we presume that they're meeting 
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ten we presume that they're meeting their family members in the hospital can you give in ten seconds tell us 
if the website the red cross is to put up is going to be up anytime soon uh it is not we are working true not 
triage but uh we're staging this right now we still have dozens of kids here waiting for family members to 
show up right a news conference is going to start probably about ted we're going to cut you off right now i 
apologize for this but we're going to go to hennepin county medical center and you probably need to hear 
this information as well beth jett please right city look right over here dr joseph clinton and christine hill 
updating us all in the situation we have a mic up there so far at hcmc we've seen 22 uh non-critical patients 


but seriously injured patients and six critical patients one death we have emergency response teams set up 
on both sides of the bridge that are triaging paces to hospitals in the twin cities area from the north side to 
north side hospitals from the south side to south side hospitals the critical patients from the south side have 
come to hcmc can you characterize the injuries at all types of injuries are typical uh blunt type of injuries from 
motor vehicle trauma or fall which means we injuries to the head and face and extremities the problem with 
these types of injuries is you don't know the extent of the internal injuries and that's what we're uh 
determining right now the cause of death we believe the cause of death was a drowning drowning drowning 
and there may be more at the scene i don't have information on the scene age gender of the victim i don't 
have that either sorry can you tell us a little bit about how it works when patients are brought here i mean 
there's white we have a very well developed uh disaster response team which we have drills on periodically 
through the year but basically we set up a triage center and then we sort we have a physician and nurse 
team at that center we call in we call in personnel from the hospital of all types 
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hospital of all types people to transport patients nurses doctors uh administrative people to help with the 
logistics security to help with with uh security type issues and locking down the perimeter and then we sort 
patients into those who are critically ill those who are not critically ill but ill and have injuries requiring 
intervention urgently and those who are what we call the walking wounded those with minor injuries have you 
been told what to expect have you been told what to expect for the rest of the night uh the question have i 
been told what to expect for the rest of the night and no we don't know what to expect except that typically in 
a disaster situation like this it will be patients who find their own transportation to the hospital they may go to 
any hospitals as any of you might if you were at a situation like this and you could get out of there you would 
find your own way so we expect uh patients to be trickling in but those would fall typically would fall in the 
walking wounded category injured are they children or the adults who are critically injured we have uh the 
ones that came here were largely adults i'm told that there was six children that went to uh north side 
hospitals from the north side of the bridge [Music] the scene in the hospital is very well controlled we have a 
command center on the second story of the hospital with good communication with the emergency 
department we have physician leaders in each of the three areas of the emergency department nursing tasks 
have all been assigned in advance for this type of situation so we keep track of patients very carefully and 
resources very carefully we have a personnel pool on the second floor so that they don't all congregate in the 
emergency department and communication back and forth so that we we get the help that we need family of 
the person who died are they 
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family of the person who died are they aware of that i don't have that information we have a seen in family 
center at this point after what happened did you expect it to be more crowded at the hospital or is this what 
you're expecting i think this is uh it's unknown what would happen when how many people were on the 
bridge or how bad the falls were so we had no idea how many patients we would get how about drowning 
victims or people in the water you've been told to prepare for any of that kind of stuff well we have one 
drowning victim here and i believe there are there are more drowning victims at the scene who doctor have 
you ever seen anything before i've never been in bridge collapse before we have a one of our faculty was at 
kansas city at the higher height collapse and says that this is very similar to what happened there you know 
at any point in the night whether it gets to nine o'clock 10 o'clock or 11 o'clock you expected people to just 
keep coming in through the night or did you reach a point where you realized it's probably slowing in i think 
we'll reach a point and uh we're probably rapidly reaching a point where we've seen the most seriously ill 
patients did they arrive again i don't have a lot of detail on that because i wasn't involved in the care of that 
patient but i believe that patient probably did not have vital signs when they arrived and they were 
pronounced here although i'm not sure of that [Music] i think we had an outstanding response of our 
emergency medical services from public safety prior police paramedics the various paramedics services in 


town we have medical directors in emergency medicine that responded from uh north memorial from hcmc 
from uh from waconia and from elsewhere around so it's a well organized system that we have drilled many 
times and seems to work very well 
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no not really i mean in any any disaster situation the two biggest problems we have are communication and 
transportation our transportation has worked very well communication is always a problem as you know 
trying to get information about this is very difficult the people at the scene are too difficult to transmit 
repeated information so the necessary information is transmitted and the details will follow and you'll 
probably be uh reporting more of the details that we have right what sets apart the critical injuries from the 
non-critical what is it about a critically injured patient is a patient who has a life threat to one of their body 
systems either breathing or their heart or blood pressure are they in shock that type of thing about these 
though that make them critical you know these patients are critical because of uh potential disruption to 
major organ systems chest injuries head injuries we have a system in place for that but that's not my that's 
not my charge we have other people in charge of that and they're they have organized the corresponding the 
children have not i'm not sure how many children i saw one child here i believe most of the children were 
sent elsewhere though and i imagine parents are dealing with parents trying to locate their kids can you take 
me through the process we don't know i don't know i don't have information on parents whether parents 
would separate from their children or not i don't have that information we have we've had plenty of we've had 
an outstanding response and we have all the people we need right now how many doctors paramedics and 
nurses would you say are involved in the whole operation roughly well that's a guess we have uh that would 
be a guess hundreds of paramedics from around the twin cities we have a hundred paramedics here our 
nurses have all been alerted 100 of them the emergency department nurses from the critical care units our 
whole medical staff was notified we have 25 emergency physicians similar number of surgeons we have 
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similar number of surgeons we have internists and other and pediatricians and uh and other specialties that 
have responded the blood bank has responded our our pathology director for the blood bank is here uh 
we've had an outstanding broad response from the medical staff and the nursing staff how quickly was your 
team on scene once you got the first word how quickly was i on scene uh well we have of course we have 
emergency response team all here all the time and by the time dr joseph clinton from hennepin county 
medical center talking about the injured and the fatality they they have at hcmc one person dead he thought 
that on arrival at the hospital 22 non-critical injuries six critical injuries mostly blunt trauma as you would 
expect mostly adults he says he's heard of six children going to north side hospitals who are also injured and 
he says the accident at his hospital is rapidly slowing down let's go to rod simons he is at a briefing at the red 
cross command center with police officials i don't have any numbers i think we're joining the news 
conference with amelia huffman who is the spokesperson for the city of minneapolis police here we go any 
information about casualties or fatalities there were people who were injured there are people at local 
hospitals we will be getting that information so it will be available to families what we do need people to know 
is that we do not need any more help on the scene at this point we don't need any more civilian help and we 
do not need any more officers to report to this scene minneapolis police officers who want to assist are 
asked to report to their precincts to help cover calls for service so we ask that no one else approached this 
scene because the traffic is jam-packed we have plenty of assistance from a variety of law enforcement 
partners and we don't anyone else on the phone there are reports that there are 20 construction workers 
unaccounted for can you respond to that i cannot confirm that there were construction crews working on the 
bridge and we are working to identify all of those crew members who have been accounted for and anyone 
who may be unaccounted for but we do not have numbers for you at 
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but we do not have numbers for you at this time have there been any fatalities of those construction workers i 
cannot answer those questions what are they doing to try to rub them there are boats in the water right now 
hennepin county and ramsey county water patrols are both in the water currently looking for any victims who 
need to be rescued at this point preliminarily there is no indication this is anything other than a structural 
collapse investigating investigators have interviewed people who witnessed the events leading up to the 
bridge collapse people who were there at the time of the bridge collapse and anyone who might have any 
information about it including people who are being treated for injuries at the hospital and at this point there 
is nothing to suggest that this was anything other than a structural collapse we will continue to investigate 
and folks around the city may see our personnel as well as other city personnel due to sweeps at other 
bridges this is a precautionary measure you have a lot of people working from various agencies who's 
orchestrating everyone to go which way and how do people know what they're supposed to be doing sure 
that's a good question we do have a lot of people here from uh you know medic police fire departments the 
water patrol federal law enforcement is out here assisting us as well uh officers from other jurisdictions we 
have a command post set up there is one incident commander we work under an infinite command system 
that was developed by the federal government for large-scale incidents just like this um and everyone has a 
job to do and everyone has a person who's in charge and has their marching orders are still searching the 
river yes we are still searching the river uh there are boats in the water now looking for anyone who needs to 
be rescued there have been a number of children who were on scene during the time of the bridge collapse 
who have been treated and are being reunited with their families where against the families i can't answer 
any more questions about fatalities i don't have numbers for you at this point there will be updated 
information at 8 45 p.m at city hall and keep going and driving at that point one more time 
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and that's the news conference with amelia huffman all right rod thanks for that uh by our comp we're gonna 
go to ted kenobi with the red cross in just a moment here this is a new video just into us that you're looking at 
right now the rescue operation we by our count by the hospital count 35 people injured one person dead that 
according to hcmc where they received a fatality a short time ago ted canova is with the red cross now that's 
where that police briefing was just held at their headquarters ted can you bring us some fresh information 
sure thing the twin cities red cross is uh the staging area right now for law enforcement officials by the river 
we've got a lot of law enforcement vehicles in our parking lot communication masts are up for them uh the 
mobile command unit for the police and for the sheriff uh the twin cities right across ho it was a location 
where the bus load of kids was brought 60 kids came here they were comforted by staff and volunteers of 
the red cross they had mental health counseling if they needed it they had emergency treatment if they 
needed it i believe a dozen maybe 10 kids were transported to area hospitals you'd heard i think the doctor 
saying that there were six our count may have been up to ten that left here in ambulances there was an 
incredible emotional reunion here you could just imagine every minute another five family members were 
showing up with warm embraces tears concern the kids were certainly comforted but you can just imagine 
with all of this hullabaloo with all of these law enforcement people in the parking lot with helicopters overhead 
with boats i'm looking at a boat in the in in the middle of the street here uh police police are sure a st paul 
police boat you can imagine uh with all of this attention uh even if you weren't uh physically hurt there just 
must have been some kind of trauma and we're happy to say that we had the volunteers uh in different 
rooms with different kids ted um i don't know if you heard me last time you were on and that's a wonderful 
picture painting for us red 
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a wonderful picture painting for us red cross hat is going to have a website up soon is that right so people 
can get information is that right well the red cross website is redcrosstc.org you can imagine we haven't 
gotten in right now updating it our communications uh person is doing that right now but folks can either log 
on to redcrossgc.org you know i'm sure this is going to um break a couple of budgets around the twin cities 
today if there are people generous enough out there that would like to donate uh we have a donation hotline 
the number 612-460-3700 and we have people standing by uh just in case people are inclined thanks so 


much thanks so much ted for that update and we'll be checking with you later thanks again sure thing okay if 
60 kids on that school bus survive this and are being reunited with their families there is a miracle there is a 
miracle in all this mayhem allison triarcy now she is at the north end of the bridge allison cindy that's right 
behind me is the northernmost point where this bridge collapsed i want you to take a close look at that red 
car there are six cars there that are crushed and collapsed that red car had a pickup truck fall on it iam 
standing with the woman who was inside of that red car melissa hughes a mother a baby of just three 
months old she's actually right there everyone that's little olivia and melissa was able to walk out of this 
accident tell us what you saw lucky we're really lucky we're at a dead stop and i remember seeing things 
suspended in air that aren't supposed to be people in cars and feeling kind of a free-fall feel falling a little bit i 
stepped on my break and grabbed my steering wheel and i didn't know if i was going backwards or not and 
suddenly there was a large crash and i saw that my rear window had broken out um i was gathering up my 
things didn't know really what to do turned off my car and this guy came up and asked was okay help me out 
of my car and i said i don't know where we're supposed to go what we're supposed to do melissa did you 
even hear it before it 
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melissa did you even hear it before it happened and did you know a pickup truck had fallen onto your car a 
pickup truck had fallen on me and i don't know if i heard anything as it was happening or not it's all kind of 
surreal but you did see people i swear as a construction worker i saw suspended in air um we got down and 
it was until i got down below and i was kind of hysterical and i turned and saw that there's a pickup truck on 
top of my car it we're lucky though we're lucky everybody on the side are really lucky did you say that you felt 
a series of falls as if it was not like it was twice that there was a fall and a fall so i don't know if the initial was 
falling and then when it hit the ground i don't Know and tell me when you were on that bridge you said you 
weren't even moving traffic was so heavy i don't know that we were moving at all i mean maybe we were 
going a couple miles an hour but i don't think we were moving and were there cars all around you yes it was 
solid cars it was definite you know bad construction rush hour it was really really stopped and the cars were 
actually falling around you and then it seemed like yeah car the tires seemed like they weren't on the ground 
they just looked like everything was just kind of suspended in there and immediately people started to help 
each other on that bridge yes yes i'm assuming a lot of the people that were helping were people that were 
from this company here that's right next to it my goodness nothing like rocky we're just and so is that little 
one isn't she three-month-old olivia thank you thank you for talking to us again at the northernmost point of 
this bridge there are ten cars involved on this part of the accident we this is the staging area firefighters been 
coming in and out of here as well as ambulances construction crews trying to look underneath the bridge to 
see if they can see anything that went wrong as you as you heard melissa people literally walked down that 
broken bridge and walked to safety everyone here i am told by police came out alive however there certainly 
were injuries but we do know they left here breathing 
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but we do know they left here breathing that is the very latest here from the very northernmost point of this 
bridge collapse reporting live allison triarcy 5 eyewitness news all right let's go to dave dahl right now and 
see whether weather is going to be affecting this situation some of these some of these rescue and recovery 
efforts dave cindy and john you're looking at sky max 5 right now in the highlighted red circle is actually 
where the collapse occurred and the good news is a little bit of good news here is that that storm that was 
approaching from the north has totally collapsed there are some showers though from roseville up through 
little canada and badness heights but now it looks like in the collapse area and for all the efforts that are 
underway there they will be rain free the rest of tonight good news thank you joe mason live in the newsroom 
joins our coverage now john and cindy you probably heard this before and you will hear it again seeing this 
accident up close in person was truly unbelievable scene right out of the movies photographer mickey us and 
i just got back from the accident we were on a nearby pedestrian bridge and here's what we found it's that 
view high above people came here to this pedestrian bridge south of the accident to look to see what exactly 
happened it left some speechless it brought others memories so to remind i mean kind of reminds me of a 


911 type of feel to it sort of unreal that that you see the cars just sitting there like just collapsed dropped it's 
terrible i don't know how this could happen i've never seen anything quite like it in my life many brought 
cameras here we saw many people with cameras with cell phones trying to capture a moment in twin cities 
history it's kind of an eventful thing and just wanted to get some footage of it most of the people on this 
bridge live in this neighborhood they came down here because they used that bridge every day to get to and 
from work i could have been on it my family could have been on it it's scary you don't know if your friends 
who live around here they're over there it could be anyone you know i take that away sometimes 
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you know i take that away sometimes this time i happened to go through the city there was nothing people 
up here could do they couldn't help only watch but some did the only thing they could think [Music] as we 
were leaving even more people were walking onto that bridge many on cell phones calling family and friends 
describing the accident and telling them they were all right john and cindy joe thanks let's get back up to 
chopper 5 right now honestly the chopper had to land to pick up some fuel and picked up bob mcnainy too 
bob mcnainy our reporter who handles a lot of these very sensitive security oriented stories and uh bob 
you're in the chopper right now headed to the scene yeah john uh that's the closest we can get right now 
what is happening now is because there are so many aircraft as we mentioned we saw the national guard air 
ambulance take off there are other state troopers that are flying around there's so many emergency aircraft if 
you will working this scene right now everybody else including commercial aviation has been pushed out 
three miles in all directions and three miles up in the air so we just talked to the minneapolis tower and 
they've cleared all the traffic out of here so that those emergency helicopters can get in and out as quickly as 
possible and as safely as possible and as you were mentioning earlier weather has been kind of a factor as 
well too because it's just kind of a nasty night up here especially just to the north of the downtown earlier we 
were talking john about the security issues involved here we should reiterate because the cameras will get 
shots of the fbi agents walking around you'll see the the fbi in the back of their jackets paul mccabe from the 
fbi here in minneapolis says yes we are down there yes we are investigating if if to the point that we're asked 
to by the state but at this point officials here in the twin cities and with the fbi and the department of 
homeland security in washington say there is no indication that this was any 
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there is no indication that this was any act of terrorism or that there were any threats against this bridge so at 
this point law enforcement is treating it as an accident john just to make it crystal clear for people this is the 
closest that your helicopter you and can in the helicopter are going to get to this scene at the moment yes 
between the weather clearing and maybe if the emergency helicopters uh get out of there and do and are 
finished with their thing we may be able to get a bit closer so hang with us in the meantime we obviously 
have very good photo pictures that ken and denny got earlier tonight we have some new video too that we 
want to run that we haven't seen yet we'll take a look at it as we tell you a little bit more about the injuries and 
the fatality that has been confirmed now cnn is reporting three people dead in this bridge collapse we know 
of one person who has taken hcm scene was dead on arrival at hcmc again new video that we're looking at 
for the first time along with you we by our count from the hospital confirmed injuries count 35 people who 
have been taken to various hospitals including of six people in critical condition at hennepin county medical 
center another 22 with non-critical injuries as you can imagine blunt trauma injuries to the head and to the 
face and again this is video we're looking at for the first time just into our newsroom and you saw those 
people filing by there we do have a piece of possibly related information on this there are some reports that 
there are some current concerns with the 10th avenue bridge getting people off of the 10th avenue bridge 
we're just warning people to completely stay away from that scene there because there are some very 
there's there's very much traffic around there and possibly some sensitive pieces of other structures there as 
we're learning what's happening so please be aware of that mndot planning to talk to us we were told 
between 8 30 and 9 o'clock that should be happening any anytime now we heard from the mndot 
spokesperson a little bit earlier saying there was no structural problems with the bridge the crews that were 


on the bridge we're working on on surface issues we're filling cracks we're resurfacing the bridge and you 
heard the minneapolis police talking about addressing the concerns about the construction crews that were 
on the bridge they are 
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crews that were on the bridge they are looking for those workers they're trying to account for them there is an 
active search going on in the river right now looking for survivors people they can rescue we do have word 
down from hennepin county medical center that the one fatality that they have confirmed was a drowning and 
the report from hennepin county medical center is that this victim was dead on arrival dead before he arrived 
at hennepin county medical center again we don't want to turn this into a morbid list of victims and bodies but 
we will try to keep you informed as we get this information let's hear from another witness now we have on 
tape and that person will tell us what they saw the bridge collapsed did you see it no i was about seven cars 
behind all i saw was white and it's just there's cars in the water there's a semi on fire there's a school bus on 
the bridge i don't know if it was filled with that it's a mess while our apartment just started shaking we come 
out and the bridge is down i mean what else is there to i can't describe it there are cars in the water i mean 
there's like 20 cars in the water at least and i mean all right thank you very much now we're joined here in 
our studio by former transportation commissioner len levine commissioner levine you were commissioner in 
the perfect and in fact actually all the way up until 1990 and 1991 when governor carlson became a 
commissioner and you were the commissioner when there was a similar well there was a bridge collapse not 
a similar bridge place but a bridge collapse it brought back vivid memories uh to me i coincidentally i just 
came back from washington dc and i was in the office of congressman overstar and went to the airport and 
when i landed my wife called me and asked me if i had heard what had happened so it brought back 
memories of what happened uh that friday night when the lake street bridge collapsed and when i arrived at 
the scene i was there before right away i don't live far from there and we there was a lot of 
miscommunication 
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we there was a lot of miscommunication there was a disconnect uh there were we thought there were 21 
people killed and so i i know what they're uh going through and it's uh and i know what they're going to be 
going through it appears that we we have a of course we do have improved communications to technology 
alone john we're going to have a news conference at eight in about six minutes so we're going to warn you 
right now commissioner we're going to be bouncing around a little bit city hall the mayor will be there the 
governor will be there we had pulled from the university of minnesota website this report and i don't know 
how specifically we can talk about this but walk us through this language it's from 2001 the research helped 
determine that the fatigue cracking of the deck truss is not likely which means that the bridge should not 
have any problems with fatigue cracking in the foreseeable future well john i'm not a structural engineer and i 
think you need to talk to a structural engineer to to to answer that specifically but i can tell you that in 
minnesota we have close to twenty thousand bridges statewide at any one time uh the statistics will show 
that there's between forty and fifty percent of those bridges are rated deficient now the deficiency can be 
structural deficiency it could be um uh rusting it could be a number of different things and so it doesn't mean 
that half of the bridges are ready to collapse across the country there's uh close to 600 000 bridges that 
same percentage applies across the country i think what will happen here in minnesota now is what 
happened when the lake street bridge collapsed it'll be a re-a reassessment of the inspection procedures 
and all across you know it's not only the state federal system that we're talking about but it'll force in further 
inspections and increased inspections at the city level and county level and uh and this is not the time for 
anyone to criticize anybody and as far as the and i just want to say this too about a week ago i was in the 
bridge office uh here at um at minda uh the chief bridge inspector and uh engineer dan dorgan is really one 
of the finest 
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dan dorgan is really one of the finest most experienced bridge people in the country and he has spanned 
many administrations he's not a political no he's not a political and uh and i think you really want to talk to 
him i'm confident that at mndot in the bridge office there's a high degree of competency as good as any place 
in the country and it what's complicated here now is that there's debris there's there's people there's cars 
there they'll have to block off the bridge they have to block off the river they have to salvage what they can 
we had rain also in those years and that complicates it it's a very complicated and very trying uh situations 
the minnesota department of transportation the primary body that inspects overseas and that will be involved 
in any kind of uh you know reconstruction of what's going on well as you know there's a close working 
relationship between the federal highway administration and there's a local office here and the minnesota 
d.o.t so they work closely together and and i know the people at hennepin county and ramsey county there's 
they're really competent bridge people there so you know this will renew the discussion on funding how 
much you can patch how much you need to reconstruct all of those issues will now come up again as they 
do whenever there's an incident like this and we're being told that the work done being done on this bridge 
today patching filling cracks routine work summer time work no significant structure that goes on all the time 
well i remember when i was commissioner the wabasha street bridge in st paul was over 100 years old it had 
a kind of a pin it was news to me how that was constructed and they said that time if you get too much traffic 
on the bridge at any one time vibration can cause a problem or if somebody hits a pier it can knock it over so 
it's frightening you know to people and you have to rely on people who are trained in the structural 
engineering field so that's why i say i think the public can know that that mndot and to answer your question 
specifically we're in good hands with mndot what they find here is another issue but i'm sure you're not going 
to find uh 
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i'm sure you're not going to find uh incompetence on the part of the bridge people i mean i know who they 
are and i am they're very very qualified but what happens now in the in this whole process i guess it's a 40 
year old bridge is that is that a baby by bridge standards well bridges can go a long time depending on what 
kind of maintenance it's had what kind of uh repairs you know the there's uh in traffic's increasing as you 
know four to ten percent a year uh the roads are getting clogged there's heavier trucks today it's there's 
vibration uh that causes these problems bridges bridges get an overlay it's like putting sometimes a band-aid 
on acancer you can only you can only repair them so long until you have to replace them so i don't know the 
specifics of this bridge and as i said when i got off the plane i was shocked i looked at the tv and and uh i 
know you know i know just from actually what i've heard now it breaks your heart that's horrible let's get let's 
get again another report then if you don't mind staying here commissioner levine let's take a look here go out 
to bob mcdaniel who is in chopper five bob yeah we just wanted to give you a perspective of how broad- 
based this problem is gonna be obviously we've got the human tragedy on the ground but this is gonna be 
quite disruptive we are over rosedale right now and what you're looking at is where mndot has closed the 35 
w 36 interchange as far east as rosedale so 35 all the way to downtown from here is closed as you can see 
there is traffic coming back uh from the north but it is only coming about a mile or so so basically the the 
north and the east uh side of 35 w is shut down as you can see and traffic is being routed to the north so 
again we're over in rosedale if you're in the east metro this is as close as you're going to get to downtown 
minneapolis uh along this particular interstate bob thanks again we said it a little while ago and it's apparent 
and obvious this bridge is in the middle of everything it is in the middle of it all in the twin cities and that is a 
real example of how this is the domino effect of what's happened here uh joining us right now is former 
transportation commissioner len levine uh 
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uh and and you mentioned traffic management is going to be an issue now because of exactly what has 
happened where it's happened well in my in my years being out of government i've been involved in a lot of 
traffic issues and uh and in recent discussions over in san francisco with security people there they were 
telling us about some of the concerns they had if the bay bridge went down or or you know other what what 
happens to traffic well here in the twin cities every bridge is vital obviously and what will happen now is that 


traffic congestion will be a huge problem because on the interstate system we're pretty we're pretty good 
mndot has loop detectors implanted in the ground there's sensors there's cameras there's ways to detect 
what kind of traffic is moving and how fast where it's going and so on but there's no way to determine 
because they're just there aren't loop detectors there aren't sensors on secondary roads and on arterial 
roads so when people who normally use this road need to get from point a to point b and there's no bridge 
they'll have to figure out in mndot in the city of minneapolis and others will have to figure out how they can 
get from here to there and that's going to be a problem and when you're reporting the traffic conditions in the 
morning on channel 5 people are going to tune on and they're going to want to know what is it like where i'm 
going how do i get to university avenue or how do i get to and it's going to be a huge problem because there 
isn't a system in place here now to be able to determine that but i would encourage people to go to our 
website at some point before your morning commute and find out what the alternatives are you can pretty 
much imagine what the alternatives are but it's a lot easier to look at it on a screen and map it out and figure 
out how long it might take you to get to where you need to go and for us to detail the roads which will do but 
then again look at it in front of you and really map it out because this bridge collapse is going to send ripples 
through the twin cities for months and months and months if not years and we are going to be hearing from 
both mayor ryback and governor pawlenty about nine o'clock tonight so that will be just in about 15 minutes 
give or take and and their arrival there we also have a statement from uh the university of minnesota that uh 
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uh the university of minnesota that uh the u of m police and emergency management uh are actively 
supporting the recovery efforts and and and and finally here a note here that parents who are picking up their 
students who are attending freshman orientation which of course is back to school time should park in the 
oak street ramp and meet students at centennial hall now this was a a u of m freshman orientation update 
we realize that all of you are affected by this but probably the best advice we can give you is if you do have 
something or someone that is involved in that situation to call to make a phone call and on a hard line not a 
cell phone by the way we are monitoring the goings on at city hall right now we're waiting for mayor ryback 
and governor pawlenty to talk we have differing times now we're being told 9 p.m by one source and 8 45 
which is three minutes past obviously but it should happen sometime between now and nine o'clock we'll get 
the latest information from the mayor and the governor we were told the governor was going to go out to the 
scene if he hasn't already he will be out there shortly the rescue efforts going on in this bridge area and not 
hampered by the weather thankfully the weather moved off to the northeast as you can see from chopper 5 a 
while ago it's raining in the north metro the near north twin cities metro but not in the area where firefighters 
and rescuers are trying to get to people now we have had hennepin county medical center and fairview 
riverside actively involved both of those medical centers reporting cold orange basically disaster responses 
here and according to hennepin county medical center 28 injured people have been treated that includes six 
people who are critically injured there has been one fatality we are told that that fatality was a drowning it 
was a person who had expired before he was actually brought to the hospital or she we have a witness on 
the phone with us right now kathy newmark is on the phone with us and kathy you talked to our producer 
about the smoke that you saw is that what tipped you up that something was going wrong well i mean i would 
say i was maybe 15 cars behind 
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cars behind what was happening and i had no clue except for the car started turning around so i kept 
thinking there must be something a really bad accident like a gas you know something a gas truck that 
exploded or something and as i turned around i could see the bills of like black smoke um it was really i i had 
no idea what was going on until i actually got home and saw what the the views of what was going on i had 
no idea and kathy where were you at that point i was like i was beyond the i think the 10th street bridge and 
and so probably about 10 cars and 10 to 15 cars in front of me i could see them turning around i could also 
see cars that got over to the sides and people running and probably about five or ten minutes after cars 
started turning around uh 10 or 15 cop cars came as fast as they possibly could all right kathy thanks very 
much we're glad you're okay jacob reynolds told us what he saw we have that interview for you on tape right 


now i ran down there as fast as i could ran down by the bridge and they i saw the best thing for me to do is to 
stay the hell out of the way i took some pictures of my digital camera that i had with me and um and then just 
watched what was it like what did you see can you even describe it no the guys i you know i just had a lot of 
fear for the guys that were working down there they were um they were right on right on the bridge right next 
to cars were exploding there was you know popping big you know explosions and um i just didn't know what 
was going to happen to those guys it was a car that was sandwiched between the bridge and the front was 
missing and the half back half was on fire and the fire department was the rescue workers were putting the 
flames out and then i saw the bridge collapse right in front of me and i don't know the bridge i was 
underneath the bridge and above me the bridge just was down can hear it in his voice can't you oh yeah you 
can hear it in everybody's 
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yeah you can hear it in everybody's voices that we've talked to and it's amazing the number of people that 
we are that were actually right on top of what is happening we'll be bringing those view those interviews 
again john spokesman for minneapolis police here's a quote there were two lanes of traffic bumper to 
bumper at the point of the collapse those cars did go into the river it was bumper to bumper traffic folks at the 
tail end of rush hour right now we have 35 confirmed injuries we have one confirmed fatality by hennepin 
county medical center we know that at least six people are in critical condition at hcmc their trauma folks the 
emergency room good doctors and nurses there are working with those people right now and to give you an 
idea here of what how many how many entities are involved in trying to bring order to this chaos of course in 
addition to the medical personnel we have structural rescuers who are trained to go into spaces where it 
appears that nobody could survive for example underneath one of those tires and try to see if there is any 
kind of survivor we do have multiple law enforcement units we have been told by the minneapolis police 
department that any officers who wish to help at this point do not go down to the scene but simply report to 
the precincts we do have national guard medical helicopters which were hovering overhead and we also of 
course have various state and federal and local authorities transportation officials who are now going to be 
involved in this that would include the minnesota department of transportation and the federal highway 
administration which will be the lead agencies on this joining with county and local officials john school bus 
on the on the bridge that you've seen over and over in our video we're told by the red cross there were 60 
students 6-0 60 students on that bus and all of them are okay they were in a summer program they were 
coming back from the summer program they managed to avoid the the serious area of the collapse and then 
people walked up and caught kids as they jumped out that back door to get out of the bus and they got into 
the red cross and we were told by the folks over there that 
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were told by the folks over there that there were a number of of reunions with parents if there's a miracle 
that's the miracle here's another another sign of what's going on out there at hcmc hennepin county medical 
center people are showing up to give blood right now hcmc wants you to call the red cross if you want to give 
blood the number is 612-871-7676 as awful as this looks and it is there are people stepping up to the plate 
and trying to do the best they can we had just a concluded when we will bring you that interview again here 
shortly ellison triarcy who is on the north end of the bridge uh had an interview and we hope you were with 
us to see it here a young mother and her baby caught in a car and when you look at what happened here 
and you look at these cars and this woman was caught in a situation just like one of these cars here and she 
walked out with her infant it is one of those stories that you hope that there's a hundred more like it a 
hundred miracle stories exactly like the one that that young mom just told us we're going on three hours now 
since the bridge collapsed we want to take a look at sort of a before and after and that is going to really put 
into perspective the the breadth and the depth of this tragedy on the left is still a picture of the bridge the 35 
w bridge familiar to everyone who lives and works and drives in the twin cities on the left side still pictures 
and on the right there it is that's what's left it's on pavement it's in the water and right now there's a rescue 
going on to try to get people out of there 64 feet is where that bridge was in the air 64 feet collapsing into the 
water this bridge is a span it is not attached by piers it's a span of steel and in other pictures that you'll be 


seeing here shortly you will see how what that steel looks like you would never imagine a stretch that 
probably would be obviously strong enough to hold tons and tons of automobiles turned into matchsticks i 
was reading a statement here from congressman over there you say 200 000 cars a day crossing that bridge 
that's that's a staggering figure and i can only 
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a staggering figure and i can only imagine how that figure has grown in the past five years and how much 
more traffic is on that bridge now than there was five ten years ago congressman oberstar who of course is 
uh a main man on capitol hill in the area of transportation was on the floor of the house when this happened 
jim oberstar saying that he talked about the bridge being 40 years old a tragic occurrence wants to make the 
observation the midst of consideration of various bills that are being debated in congress it's an indication of 
how important it is to continue our vigilance on the integrity and condition of the nation's traveled roadways 
that's about as far politically as i want to go tonight because there are much bigger questions out there right 
now about what what's happening out at the scene and how they're getting to these people who hopefully 
can be rescued this is new video coming in uh from the injured being brought away from the scene and to 
the hospital this hennepin county medical center this looks like it's at the scene my gosh just getting people 
off the bridge and getting them into an ambulance and getting them some care let's go to steve shaw in the 
newsroom because much of this was video that he encountered these were scenes that he encountered 
directly rather steve yeah cindy i'm looking at the video of the injured and it really it was a good you know 20 
minutes before we saw some of these folks being taken out of cars that had not gone in the water but were 
on the you know on the bridge but were not actually in the mississippi river it took a little while to get to those 
people and and i remember i said that i thought there was going to be maybe at least 50 cars and on that 
bridge at the time that it collapsed i'm not going to come off of that may have been more not saying that 
those are the ones that went in the water but just that were on that bridge at that time when it happened i'm 
telling you i i could save 50 50 cars and that may be conservative that's the scary thing to me about all this 
because i couldn't believe what i was looking at just just a lot of folks that are still i'm going to tell people who 
are watching this don't go to that area unless you have to that's for the emergency crews they are 
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that's for the emergency crews they are on scene i mean the fbi is even on the scene we saw a black hawk 
helicopter you know flying above i mean the right people are in the area let them do their jobs so we can get 
these people the aid that they need john and cindy steve thanks a lot now i just want this is going to touch a 
lot of people in the twin cities and i just want to mention one of the people that was injured that i just saw on 
that videotape is a guy that i work with a lot on the job just talking to him about various things and he just 
glanced down there's somebody you know and that really speaks to how many cars how many vehicles are 
are on that bridge and how far reaching this tragedy is going to be i hope he's okay right he's grimacing in 
pain i hope he's okay that is it is it is in the nerve center there of the twin cities and and and you know when 
you when you look at it from above you see exactly how many arteries and how many how many acres of 
land and certainly how many cars were would be affected by all of this we have on the phone with us one of 
our producers becky nom becky becky you were just speaking to firefighters that is that uh what i understand 
yeah that's correct i was talking to minneapolis firefighters who um actually am right now looking at some 
firefighters from maplewood as well as minneapolis um they're all kind of standing around in sort of a weight 
mode right now they tell me that everyone that they believe that they were able to rescue has been rescued 
they're now waiting for a structural engineer to come onto the site to try to make sure that that's safe for them 
to go back in there and start their recovery work you know becky say this again you're talking to firefighters 
who say that they believe that everybody has been taken out they um everybody they said that as far as they 
know and this is a just one minneapolis fire crew okay that they um that they've actually been called back 
pulled back a little bit way a little ways off of the bridge kind of wait around to make sure that they can get a 
structural engineer in their site to make sure it's safe to continue their work so what they might what they're 
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work so what they might what they're saying in becky is that everyone they can get to safely right now is out 
of the water and they're waiting for the go ahead to go back in to see if there's anyone else in there that's 
what they're talking about okay okay so they've done a lot of work so far now they're waiting to to make sure 
it's safe to go back in and get some more work done all right brad satin's on the phone with us with more on 
some of the victims brad hennepin county public affairs director we're here at the county government center 
she's on the phone i'm going to try to step in and ask her a couple quick questions i know the twins game is 
getting ready to let out carolyn what uh are you advising folks if they're leaving the dome yeah from the 
minneapolis police department obviously i understand how crowded it's going to be they're asking folks 
leaving the dome or anywhere near that area to take to go fourth avenue south onto 35 w south as they're 
trying to get out of town or third street west which apparently sees into 394 and 94 and please avoid 
washington avenue another piece of information brad is the minneapolis police asked if people have 
questions about victims loved ones or their victims themselves i guess they're not you know severely injured 
obviously to report to the holiday inn metrodome and that's where the seven corners area in minneapolis 
sets off of cedar in washington the ballroom area so i think they're trying to figure out what to do with all the 
questions all the people who have questions um you know i'm sure they're all calling 911 the system 
understandably but for those folks who have those questions to go there to get some um assistance some 
help some questions answered and again i think you've already reported that the twins are cancelling 
tomorrow's ball game and of course the groundbreaking because obviously of this catastrophic event tonight 
now we're here at the county government center awaiting the governor to arrive right that's right the governor 
uh tim pawlenty and apparently mayor reibeck and other elected officials and folks who have hopefully some 
answers or at least want to make a comment about this tragic and we're told around nine o'clock so it should 
be any time that's correct that's correct carolyn marilyn marinin with the hennepin county here public affairs 
director thanks so much back to you guys all right thank you brad once again let's bring you pictures of the 
scene in case you are just joining us here we are 


02:56:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=bJz48_SPhug&t=10560s 





case you are just joining us here we are not in regular programming because three hours ago maybe just a 
few minutes shy of that the bridge 35 w bridge across the mississippi river between university and 
washington avenue collapsed and fell into the water collapsed at both ends sending approximately and at 
least 50 vehicles in the water right now we are looking at dozens of victims we know there has been one 
confirmed fatality as you're seeing on the screen right now governor pawlenty and mayor ryback are 
expected to bring us up to date here very shortly with a news conference at the hennepin county government 
center dr steve olson who's a bridge engineers on the phone with us and uh steve i'm going to warn you that 
when the news conference starts at city hall we're going to break away from our interview here if it's still 
going on but first of all have you ever worked on do you have anything to do with do you have any intimate 
knowledge of that 35 w bridge well when i was at the university i know that the dr robert dexter did some 
special studies on that bridge on behalf of mndot and i think i have some of that in front of me here and we 
were talking about uh the fatigue cracking this is from 2001 march of 2001 is that what you're talking about or 
did he work on it even more than that uh that's what i'm talking about okay and in that report basically it 
comes back saying the bridge was found to be okay that that should not have any problems with fatigue 
cracking in in the foreseeable future can you can you start there and walk us through possible things we'll be 
looking at as to what went wrong um there's a whole host of things they'll look at it's a fracture critical bridge 
there are you know special elements that if something happens the bridge can collapse as you see here it 
could be expansion joints there's it's just too early to tell at this point yeah and it probably doesn't help to 
speculate at all but i mean this bridge is 40 years old and we talked earlier about the age of a bridge is that 
bridge considered to be 
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is that bridge considered to be a pretty i guess for lack of a better word a young bridge yeah we have lots of 
bridges in minnesota much much older you know um after this this evaluation of 2001 were were there any 
other studies that were done on this bridge yes i believe there was and do you have any idea what was 


found in those reports no i have not looked or seen the results from that study all right because we had uh 
we were given a a an abstract that appears to be dated in 2006 and and essentially it says it doesn't get 
drawn any conclusions it just says monitor fatigue cracking from out of plane bending at the approach span 
girders and the diaphragm connections again this this phrase fatigue cracking pops it pops up again yeah 
and and what is that um fatigue tracking is small flaws in the steel that propagate due to traffic loads or 
repeated loads on the structure okay okay and uh that that was as of 2006 it appears although it says in 
2001 the dec trust did not experience fatigue cracking but we are not going to be our armchair engineers 
here certainly john or i don't have any expertise in that direction but obviously we're looking for answers who 
is going to be the main lead and looking for answers in this will the university be involved i i would expect 
them to have some role but the department of transportation will be your your primary source of information 
dr steve olson is with us he's a bridge engineer and and steve how long it's going to be months if not longer 
before we really know what happened here i would guess yeah it'll take a long time all right that's dr steve 
olson who's a bridge engineer joining us to shed some light on the bridge and some of the information we've 
been talking about as far as fatigue cracks terms like that but there's going to be a lot of time to ask those 
questions and there is going to be an investigation into what happened here the likes of which i the state has 
not seen because i'm not sure the state has seen a disaster like this in the middle of the twin cities the bridge 
over 
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the twin cities the bridge over the mississippi river in 35w collapsing about four or three hours ago almost to 
the minute now about three hours ago you're looking at a live picture from chopper five as as things get dark 
out there it really paints a picture of the flickering emergency lights that really tells you how many crews are 
out there where they're at and they're going to be out there all night somewhere in all of those lights there 
near the 10th street 10th avenue bridge rather than university is our glenn barbour he has been posted there 
all evening long glenn are you still in position yes you are hi yeah cindy again 10th and university avenue 
here in minneapolis over my shoulder here i'll point out that there are literally dozens of emergency vehicles 
here this road is closed of course just on the other side of this road you're looking at live is where the 
collapsed bridge is now take a look at some of the video that we shot just minutes after the bridge collapse 
we're seeing some of these uh children that were on that school bus coming back from a uh youth camp 
from a field trip come getting out of the bus coming up onto the shore this is over by the guthrie theater the 
new guthrie uh paramedics obviously treating those people there's a gentleman that was in a ups truck that 
was also injured in his stomach all of these people getting emergency medical attention uh immediately after 
things happen a person who was on the bus tells us that uh the children were screaming and crying and that 
the tarmac just literally dropped out from underneath them also a gentleman who was in his truck right there 
he uh behind the bus talks about how he helped to rescue these children out of the school bus let's listen to 
what both of those witnesses who were on the bridge on the sidewalk i was laying next to my boss and she 
couldn't feel her legs me and about two or three other other uh men were actually taking the kids off of the 
bridge and you know actually lifting them down because you know it the bridge was completely down and we 
we had to you know have have a couple of them jump you know 
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have a couple of them jump you know because the kids were wet screaming they were screaming crying at 
first i didn't know what was happening dust just started coming up everywhere and then i realized that we're 
going the bridge is going down and uh it it just fell all the way down i'm like i'm just lucky i wasn't over the 
water and both of those guys very lucky to be alive tonight they both said you're looking live again at 10th 
street the bridge that goes over the river right next to the collapsed bridge deck we can see a lot of smoke 
rising in the lights over there beyond the emergency vehicles one thing we haven't talked too much about 
tonight is the smell out here there is a smell of burnt rubber or something like that obviously there was that 
big fire on the bridge from the semi truck immediately after this thing happened that smell lingers here tonight 
dozens and dozens of people gathering to watch this effort underway and the one thing that we really want to 
urge people as well we're saying all night long we're going to jump off because we have uh the governor of 


the phone right now we'll get back to you later on let's listen in to governor palletti governor is this a new 
governor are you with us okay we have a news conference it's going to start here on the phone and while we 
wait for the governor to start we can tell you that right now by our account 35 people are injured one person 
is confirmed dead you saw the speck of blood on that young man's nose in the interview glenn barbour did 
he was one of the gentlemen who pulled the kids the 60 kids out of the school buses it teetered it looked like 
about a 30 degree angle on the pavement of the bridge so again another another plane closed hero so to 
speak stepping in and doing what he could in one of those vehicles that it collapsed not in the water but 
rather underneath on the on the pavement below we're going to get a better view i think tomorrow of exactly 
how those people survived and what they were doing we're waiting right now for a news conference to begin 
at hennepin county we'll be returning in approximately an hour or two with more information on that but there 
are several pieces of information we'd like your help in getting out as quickly as possible 
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in getting out as quickly as possible first and foremost because there's great concern we want to make sure 
that those who urgently need to use their cell phones can so we ask everyone to please make as little use of 
your cell phone as possible with respect for those who obviously need it quite desperately this evening we 
also want to send the message to anyone who is in the metrodome at the twins game tonight that they are 
obviously safe but we are sending them all down two streets fourth and fifth street uh in the city the light rail 
will also be operating and so we want to make sure that as that crowd comes out tonight that they move 
towards the downtown area not toward uh the incident we greatly appreciate the support of the citizens and 
staying away from the site because obviously we need to have our resources uh uh at full maximum at that 
point so what i wanted to do now is uh turn it over to uh chief dylan to talk a bit more about the incident to 
governor pawlenty and then we'll turn to ted canoga the red cross chief you say at this point all survivors that 
were on the bridge were off the bridge we're also as far as construction workers are concerned we've 
accounted for all the construction workers except for one we have assistance from red cross and numerous 
other agencies state patrol saint paul others we have water rescue and recovery going on right now we have 
the resources that we need at this time i would also say that we we are clearing out personnel from that area 
perimeter uh security is our main concern right now and where we are clearing out those areas you'll see 
officers checking other bridges that's just as a precaution we don't believe at this time that we have anything 
other than a bridge collapse i just want to add that uh right now that uh we did have a school bus full of youth 
those youth have been released to their parents and we'll have information here about a 
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and we'll have information here about a site for family members that are concerned where they can go and 
we'll get that information a little bit later obviously this is a catastrophe of historic proportions for minnesota 
and right now we are focused on making sure we do anything and everything to respond to the needs of 
those individuals who may have been harmed in this incident and so the mayor described a commanding 
control structure where the minneapolis fire department has the lead in that regard but they are being 
assisted by law enforcement and emergency responders from across the metro area including federal 
officials state officials county officials that includes law enforcement includes firefighting includes paramedics 
or ems's technicians it includes the sheriff's office it includes the dnr and various water resources you saw a 
national guard blackhawk helicopter on the nearby bridge in case there were medevac needs or other needs 
that they could help with so there is a substantial and massive response i was on site earlier this evening i 
had a chance to visit and see the site it is obviously a catastrophe and first and foremost we want to say to 
the families who are being impacted by this that our hearts and prayers are with you but we also want to 
make sure that you know that we are doing everything we can to make sure that we respond as quickly as 
we can to the needs of this emergency and a couple of other just quick items and we'll turn it over to the red 
cross first of all i was on the phone with the secretary peters from the federal transportation authority she's 
going to be here early tomorrow morning she has pledged all the federal government's resources and help 


but we've received gestures from speaker pelosi and the congressional delegation that they stand by and are 
willing to help in any way possible as to the bridge itself it was built in 1967 it's a somewhat unique uh 
structure in the way that it was designed uh it was lasting was inspected both in 
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uh it was lasting was inspected both in 2005 and 2006. there were no structural deficiencies identified in the 
bridge according to mndot there were some cosmetic or minor repair items that needed some attention but 
no structural defects or deficits identified in the bridge they notified us from an engineering standpoint the 
deck may have to be rehabilitated or replaced in 2020 or beyond but no immediate or noted structural 
problems with the bridge i should also note however that there was construction taking place on the bridge 
relating to concrete repair rehabilitation and replacement guard rail replacement lighting replacement and 
work on the joints that was being done started recently it was scheduled to be completed in september of two 
thousand 2007. we also of course will be once this initial response is uh conducted we'll also be working to 
deal with traffic issues and building issues and we'll address that in more detail but obviously there's going to 
need to be a very dramatic uh rerouting of traffic and transit patterns and we're already working on those 
plans through the met council and others to try to uh plan for those scenarios but right now we're focused on 
the rescue and recovery effort i think right now we're going to hear from the red cross without a request that 
they have thank you governor it's been a very difficult night as you can imagine the twin cities red cross 
became the staging area for law enforcement officials city officials in the parking lot right now it was 
transformed into a parking lot of 80 cars into a parking lot with five command vehicles and two maps for 
communications uh boats and police officers on horseback all kinds of scenarios like that our hearts go out to 
all the victims everybody who was involved in this the red cross was also the site that the 60s students 60 
kids were taken from the school bus that you saw those 60 kids a few of them had some injuries 
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a few of them had some injuries uh two may have been more severe than the other ones but totally we 
believe up to ten kids were transported to area hospitals out of the sixty in the moments that ensued after uh 
the kids were taken to the hospital parents and family members were coming to the red cross down the hill 
right on river road and there were emotional embraces as you can imagine there were tears of joy there was 
also sadness concern happy to say that the red cross the volunteers the staff there provided comfort they 
were there to provide emotional counseling and help along with things like food and drink but it was the 
emotional shoulder that the twin cities red cross really provided in this time of need as the mayor said such a 
dark moment in minneapolis history uh we're getting flooded with requests as you can imagine whenever 
something like this happens and you hear it on the radio and you watch it on tv flooded with requests from 
generous people into twin cities what can we do and it's a difficult time to say this but i'll put it out there just to 
honor the requests that are coming you can visit our website it's redcrosstc.org there's information there how 
you can help from giving blood to donating emergencies like this it's uh national and scale for a chapter like 
the twin cities red cross we can also use financial donations because this will certainly be breaking some 
budgets we just started a budget year it's a heck of a way to do it and i hate to talk money at a time of such 
emergency but we have a donation hotline and that number is 612-460-3700 uh whatever generosity the twin 
cities community can share we would certainly appreciate it whatever money gets donated we give it back in 
space to everybody in our community so thank you we're certainly you have many other questions but we do 
ask your support as we uh not take any at this point we want to go back to the incident center make sure all 
the information we have coming in is correct we'll return to you as quickly as we can we know you're doing 
an extraordinarily important job of getting the information out but we also ask your indulgence as we go back 
and gather more information we'll be 
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and gather more information we'll be coming out as soon as we can on that we'll be uh be speaking with you 
uh obviously about updates that happen throughout the evening on the tragedy as well as for actions people 
will need for the morning but with that we will leave we will say one other thing that i think we can confirm at 
this point that the uh the family center has been set up with the holiday in metronome am i correct on that 
okay that's a holiday and metronome uh but we'll be we'll be returning um in approximately an hour or two 
and i'm sorry to be vague on that but it's uh in the notion of trying to make sure our information is accurate uh 
we will return to this point is this is there a possibility that this is terrorism uh that is not a strong possibility at 
this point um right now we are we are treating it as any possibility we don't believe we have any terrorists 
back but we have investigators federal investigators state investigators and uh city investigators all working 
on on this case working hard and we're interviewing everybody that was near the bridge on the bridge 
witnesses bridge so uh so we're we're we're taking every precaution right now with that investigation there's 
one other thing i so wanted both federal and state officials once the rescue and recovery effort is completed 
and we address that we'll undertake investigations we will be starting and launching these investigations as 
to the cause of this incident the chief and the commanders on the ground are indicating while they haven't 
ruled anything out it is not likely that this is a terrorist incident uh is there some sort of structural failure in all 
likelinood but we will launch both state and federal investigations of this matter is that the uh with that we will 
dismiss the family center 1600 washington avenue if i have that correct we'll be back we'll be back and we 
appreciate uh your work we'll be back at this location as soon as we can thank you very much mayor ryback 
governor palette the red cross at city hall headlines coming chief dolan police chief dolan the headlines 
coming out of that mayor ryback now says six people 
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that mayor ryback now says six people were killed when the bridge collapsed on 35 w construction workers 
who were on the bridge are all accounted for except for one governor pawlenty with the quote a catastrophe 
of historic proportions the governor going on to say that in 2005 in 2006 this bridge was inspected his words 
no structural deficiencies found let's give you an update here about what we're learning from the medical 
centers at north memorial medical center we have a report of eight people who were injured and who were 
treated no word yet on the extent of those injuries from hennepin county medical center 28 injuries six of 
those as i understand that john were critical critical right and fairview has five people who are injured these 
are counts given to us our people making phone calls getting the information for you from the hospitals by 
our count 41 people injured and as mayor ryback just said six people dead and we have been showing you 
scenes in those scenes that we've been showing you very obviously is a bright yellow school bus it 
contained 60 youngsters who were on their way from a field trip they were all rescued from the bus as far as 
we know brought reunited with their parents at the red cross and many many individual stories of heroes that 
are going to be emerging out of that we continue to hear these stories of people who saw what happened 
stepped in where they could but just absolutely couldn't believe what they were seeing and chris o'connell 
has another witness with him chris yeah i'm talking with one of them right now john give you a perspective of 
where we're at we're on the south side of the 35 w bridge you see up there where that sign is that is where 
the collapse began right past that sign there is where the bridge goes into the mississippi river and a person 
who saw that is a gentleman who lives in this apartment building right up there overlooking the bridge he was 
looking out the window literally when this happened let me introduce you to xavier sose xavier just basically 
tell me what you saw i was in the middle of a phone call and i heard 
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i heard a rumble and i looked over and i actually thought it was a truck that was stopping on the on the bridge 
and i saw puffs of dust coming out of the bridge and next thing you know the entire center of the bridge just 
fell out and i was in awe and then like a split second later the front half of the bridge on the closest point to 
where we're at fell in and then the other two caved in same time after that i went down and you know saw 
what was going on helped you know grab one or two people off the bridge and came back and took pictures 
you went down to help some of the people what was it like down there when you were getting to these 
people on the ground right after this happened it was a complete disaster everybody was completely shaken 


up cars were everywhere front end smashed in cars in the water the entire center section of the uh of the 
bridge is just laying right across the mississippi some of it submerged but majority of it uh on top of the uh on 
top of the water people stuck in that area and then you know just everybody was completely shaken up fire 
trucks and emts and minneapolis police and troopers everybody was down there you went down to 
immediately help you were not the only one what's going through your mind what made you put on a shirt go 
down there and try to help people get out of the river just uh you know i don't know i would probably say 
sheer stupidity simply because you know it probably wasn't the smartest thing to do but you know i mean 
there was people down there who needed help so i figured since the cops hadn't gotten here yet and neither 
had the medics somebody had to help him out so figured why not go all right xavier sosa one of the 
eyewitnesses literally when the collapse happened still a chaotic scene a lot of people here showing up 
trying to find their loved ones still in disbelief 
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disbelief of what went on here about six o'clock this evening guys yep about 605 chris thanks brutal honesty 
from that man he put his shirt on and went down there out of sheer stupidity but you know it's not stupidity it 
takes your breath away it had to take his breath away when he saw it and then he did what i think most 
people would do just to see what he could do uh this this witness gave us a very accurate description 
assuming his observation was correct of what happened it was the center of the bridge that went first and 
then the two ends north and south and he's really the first guy that we've talked to was looking out one of 
those apartment windows above the bridge and saw it as it happened the first guy we talked to mr lacroix he 
turned away when he heard the rumble he looked down the bridge was already in the water this gentleman 
the chris just talked to saw it happen the middle goes down both ends let's go to beth jet she is live at 
hennepin county medical center beth yes cindy just want to give you an update we are waiting for another 
update from medical personnel here to let us know what the status is but this hospital operating on alert 
orange all afternoon dealing with this disaster 16 people taken here but they were rushed to europe from all 
ages children to adults although mostly adults came here take a look at video and you can see ambulance 
streaming in unfortunately one person who was rushed in died medical staff confirming that person drowned 
and was dead on arrival to the hospital 22 people suffered non-critical injuries six had critical injuries which 
included head wounds chest wounds one person impaled the medical staff says they are expecting even 
more people to come in they call them the walking injured people who just come in for their treatment you 
can hear more ambulances arriving of course sirens around me now we talked to the uncle of two children 
who were on that school bus that collapsed with the bridge or fell and he tells me one person one of his uh 
his nephew i should say was brought here ended up having leg injuries he's a 12 year old but he's doing 
okay we also talked to the husband of the bus driver who got here shortly after his 
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driver who got here shortly after his wife got here he tells us that she was doing okay she had leg injuries 
and he was rushing in to see how she's doing so the medical staff here telling me that they were prepared 
this is something that they train for and they drill for so everything works like clockwork usually problems are 
with transportation and communication and actually everything has gone relatively smooth considering the 
extent of this disaster i can pass on one other thing that the hospital asked us to relay to the public if you 
have questions about a patient the number that you're asked to dial is 612-873-3400 and that will get you 
into the people here at hcmc who can help you so situation still developing of course at hcmc is they're 
expecting more people to walk in with injuries and treat those people but again the sad news is one person 
confirmed dead here the victim of a drowning live at hcmc back to you cindy john all right thank you beth now 
let's go out to tim shernow he has been joining us on the phone from his location to tim cindy i'm right now in 
the parking ramp overlooking the west side of the bridge lit up by the emergency vehicles that are on the 
scene and what i want to tell you about is an encounter that i had because we were making our way over 
here this afternoon there was a man and a woman in a very tight embrace it was an extremely emotional 
moment you could see their shoulders heaving as they were both sobbing and after a while they separated 
and we walked up and asked them if they would mind telling us what was going on well the man in this man 


in a green shirt had been on the bridge when the bridge went and he described the scene as being looking 
forward and after feeling an initial jerking motion in his car looking forward and seeing the concrete rolling 
towards him in a wave like it was on the ocean he said that he felt one first drop it was enough to hit his head 
on the ceiling of his car a moment later another drop he said this one much more dramatic falling quite a bit 
and they said from his vantage point he saw the middle section of the bridge just disappear he got out of his 
car and all the people did in a panic and tried to help those he told the kids on the school bus to get off the 
bridge 
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on the school bus to get off the bridge he was so emotional he could he was speaking to us through sobs it's 
just one of the stories that i'm sure we'll be hearing an encounter that we have with him and we're trying to 
locate him again to have a conversation with him if he will on camera to share with us but that's one of the 
encounters that you have here down on the street this area is crowded with people who just come down to 
look at this event that has taken place in their life today cindy yeah tim and we shouldn't remind our our 
viewers here anybody who is thinking of going down there that police are asking police and all rescue 
authorities asking people to stay away from the scene so as to not hamper any kind of rescue efforts latest 
we know about the rescue is that the rescue in the river has been stopped until the specialized crews can get 
in underneath the bridge to see if it's safe for the fire rescue crews to go back in that does not mean they've 
gotten everyone out of the river that's not what we're saying they've reached everyone they can now they're 
waiting to see when it will be safe to go back in and see if there are more survivors we hope possibly more 
victims we do know six people dead beth talked about one person who arrived at acmc hennepin county 
medical center dead on arrival mayor ryback now says six people have been killed in this accident 41 by our 
count are injured at three hospitals christie peel joining us right now christy hi i'm down at the holiday in 
metrodome this is where some families are told to come that as we drove from down where the red cross 
headquarters is to here we've been seeing so many emergency crews and many people kind of wandering 
around wondering if their loved one is down in there people that we've talked to say that they're they know 
their loved one was going from point a to point b would have taken them over the bridge and they can't get 
them on their cell phone it's a mass chaos out here just with spectators lots of people on their bikes just 
trying to get a better look to see if they can see anything down here again i'm down at the holiday metrodome 
where victims families are just starting to arrive with the red cross thank you very much christy let's go back 
to chris o'connell live on the scene chris brought us that interview with a with a witness who 
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that interview with a with a witness who saw this all happening from a top story of a nearby apartment 
building and gave us the best description yet as to what's happened chris yeah it's just an unbelievable 
scene down here cindy uh just people showing up with tears in their eyes knowing exactly what happened 
some of them we know searching for loved ones they've been told to go to a command post we're still seeing 
emergency vehicles come up to bridge let me give you a little perspective right here is i-35 w the from the 
south going to the bridge you see all the emergency vehicles down that way marlon if we can go down to that 
sign right there you see where it says university avenue that's exit 18. right past that is where the bridge 
collapsed from the south side and it went under that and right under that are two pieces of huge concrete two 
pieces of roadway pinning an 18-wheel truck that is what was billowing smoke throughout this incident but is 
still a chaotic scene still a rescue effort going on we're still seeing firefighters and rescue boats going down to 
the river rushing down there so it's just an unbelievable scene as this continues to unfold as to really now the 
question everyone's asking us how did this happen was it a terrorist attack we can tell them now it was not a 
terrorist event but just what happened now those questions now beginning to be asked as this this awful 
awful event continues to develop and still much much activity down there as chris clearly was showing us 
there that's for sure chopper 5 has been pushed away from the scene for now because of emergency air 
traffic understandable for sure bob mcnainy is aboard shopper five bob yeah john you can get a little bit 
better look at it then now that it's dark and you can see the holiday in metrodome just beyond those bright 


white lights the white lights where the rescue effort is underway the holiday metrodome is where uh we were 
hearing from some of the families as well now it's it's interesting to point out that no one truly knows the 
extent of this tragedy because like say a tornado or something that 
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like say a tornado or something that hits a town or a suburb you just don't know how many people are still 
unaccounted for uh chrissy i think it was said that there are relatives on the ground waiting to hear from their 
loved ones and so at this point the scope of the recovery effort is one that we still frankly don't know just a 
few minutes ago i got an email from congressman keith ellison he says i rise tonight he was speaking on the 
floor the united states house says i rise tonight with a heavy heart over the news of the collapse of 35 w 
bridge spanning the mississippi my hometown of minneapolis he goes on to say that he pledges to work in 
every way possible with the recovery effort as of now as he states they simply don't know the magnitude of 
this tragedy we pray for the deceased for those still in peril and for those families who have yet to hear from 
their loved ones our delegation stands united in marshalling all resources of that minneapolis emergency 
forces may need in the future for rescue or search efforts i want to express my profound thanks to the 
dedicated work for the first responders who are on the scene risking their own lives to save others we are 
grateful for those who we know have survived including miraculously the children on the school bus and 
again i am deeply saddened by the depth of this tragedy again it's from congressman keith ellison who again 
we are hearing washington is already pledging uh any kind of help that minneapolis may need to deal with 
this tragedy and allison also points out that there are minnesotans down there right now and they're not all 
wearing official police uniform or firefighter uniforms who are risking their lives to look for victims john cindy 
well bob as you well know too minnesota has a very important person that sits on the transportation 
subcommittee as the chair and that is congressman jim oberstar and so i would guess that this issue is going 
to get a lot of attention from washington very very quickly frankly i also received just just a minute a few 
minutes ago an email from his office and frankly he was standing on the floor of the senate of the house 
rather as i understand it 
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of the house rather as i understand it from this email when the bridge collapse occurred and he was actually 
speaking on the topic of interstate bridges and interstate infrastructure and in his uh statement he pointed out 
to members of congress that this is a terrible tragedy and yet it is also a reminder of how vigilant that we 
must be in terms of providing uh for safe transportation safe bridges safe roadways in our in our city clearly 
jim oberstar who gets a lot of attention for aviation stuff also does a ton of work in washington with 
infrastructure across the country not just here in minnesota he no doubt will be at the forefront of this when it 
comes to pushing any kind of investigation or certainly he is a guy from minnesota who has the euro of the 
federal government when it comes to getting resources in here to help all right bob we'll be returning to you 
one of the many layers of this story another layer let's go to christy peel she is with inside the family center 
where some of the very personal and human emotions are enveloping and developing as we speak christie 
well cindy i just talked with the american red cross they're running this center for the families people who are 
concerned that their loved ones may be involved here i understand that there are several families inside now 
there are between 15 and 25 priests pastors help for those folks here also mental health professionals 
standing by they're inviting anyone who has any questions about their loved ones who may be involved to 
come here red cross is ready to give information to find out if your loved one might be at one of the area 
hospitals if you're just not sure where to call this is the place to go i'm at the holiday inn metrodome people 
are just arriving now looking for answers uh christy how many people would you say are are coming in there 
at this point we have since we've been here we haven't seen anyone come in i'm told that there are about 
two families that are in there getting help right now it's just starting to trickle in as word of this center is 
getting out okay and once again can you give us exactly where people should go if they happen for if they 
have questions about family loved ones 
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questions about family loved ones friends and acquaintances yes i am downtown at the holiday inn 
metrodome police are letting families in here it's right off of washington in the seven corners area and the 
police are letting families victims questions anything like that come right down here also i'm noticing just now 
as we've been talking emergency personnel walking in here some students that they're coming to get mental 
health help all of the mental health experts in this kind of work are here ready to talk to folks you can imagine 
in a situation of scene like these emergency crews have been seeing if they're going to need to talk to 
professionals as well all right thank you christy christy peel reporting from the red cross center do we have 
amy klobuchar is she on the phone i am senator senator klobuchar yes i'm on hi amy thank you for joining us 
well i just wish it could be under better circumstances yes tell me what your take is uh from washington d.c 
please well senator coleman and and i and i believe congressman ellison are going to be coming out very 
early in the morning with secretary of transportation peters and to survey the damage and see everything 
that we can do to help i just i spoke with secretary peters and she of course has offered all the resources that 
they have i've talked to patty murray who is the head of the transportation appropriations committee in the 
house the same pledge in the senate the same pledge from the senate and then finally i just got off the 
phone with the investigator for the transportation board and they are the safety board and they are going to 
be heading out in fact they're on their way this is the same group that investigated the tragic accident in 
boston with the big dig and so they're familiar with this and they're going to have a team on the ground in the 
morning obviously all of this is important but the most important thing is to help the people the survivors and 
make sure they're getting all the care they 
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sure they're getting all the care they need and that that the area has been calmed and i know that our officers 
and the cities and the counties are doing that on the ground we have always had such an impressive rescue 
group but the next step is going to be to investigate what went wrong and that's what the national 
transportation safety board will do and then from there we will begin to fix uh this this this horrible situation 
you know as senator the the the the condition of the nation's roads and bridges has been a topic of some 
serious concept discussion and it seems like quite a bit of concern recently i'm thinking in the last five years 
or so i know you've not been all that long in washington dc but have you been have you encountered uh 
concerns about this well as you know i've only been here a few months but we have been concerned about 
transportation funding over the years and uh but again we really don't know the cause of this this is only a 
mile from my own home i travel on that bridge every every day when i'm home and it's just it's just 
unbelievable to me right right well senator thank you we'll probably be touching base with you tomorrow you 
said you and senator coleman are arriving here tomorrow morning we are getting uh first thing in the morning 
and we will be there we want to be there with all of the officers and the firefighters and the hospital personnel 
that have been i'm sure we'll be up all night we're continuing to ask people not to use whenever possible 
612651 area codes it's very hard for people to get through and to allow the emergency workers to do their 
work that is the first priority tonight and being the former county attorney i know the work and planning that's 
gone in for these kinds of disasters we've had practices before when i was county attorney we never thought 
a disaster like this would actually happen all right thank you senator klobuchar for joining us all right now in 
our newsroom jessica miles and has an update for us on on a little bit more on the 
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for us on on a little bit more on the bridge structure jessica cindy we have been doing some checking on both 
state and federal records to learn just a little bit more about this bridge and we've learned it has a lot of 
history it was built back in 1967 it's 1900 feet long and it's as you mentioned 64 feet above the mississippi 
now it was designed to span the river without any supports in the river the goal was to of course avoid having 
those big cement piers that are down in the water which will get in the way of some river traffic down there 
and that means that the bridge spans 458 feet between supports as it spans the river there now we were 
talking and you were of course as well earlier with len levine he worked as of course the commissioner of 
transportation under former governor rudy perpet and he says that there are between probably in the realm 
of 40 to 50 percent of bridges in the state of minnesota that are deficient now he says that doesn't mean that 


these bridges are going to come down at any time but he does go on to say that that means they have some 
degree of deficiency meaning there could be some rusting or there could in fact be some small structural 
problems with some of these bridges now he says this number is of course alarming because it's very high 
state bridge system calls for enhanced inspections improvements he says we need to get aggressive and 
have an aggressive program to rebuild the infrastructure but he goes on to say that this is not just a 
minnesota problem he says this is a nationwide problem and in fact he calls it a crisis because there's just 
not enough money he says coming in to fix the system there's older structures of course you've got newer 
and heavier trucks that are working on some of these bridges today so he says it's a big problem and it 
definitely needs to be addressed cindy all right thanks jess let's now go to bob mcnain he was in chopper 5 
for the latest bob john you know the senator made an interesting point i mean obviously washington is going 
to be coming in the department of transportation uh presumably the ntsb will come in and with a jump team if 
you will and what typically happens is uh you have experts from around the country that work for the federal 
government in various areas whether it be 
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whether it be in this case bridge construction pipeline safety aircraft accidents they come in and they they 
basically lend their expertise and my understanding having done a little research up here is that what will 
happen is similar to other disasters the people that have been working on these bridges the manufacturers 
for parts and products that may be on that bridge it will be a team of people that will come to this uh terrible 
terrible accident site and and try to piece together basically what in the world happen out there okay bob 
we're going to interrupt quickly now get out to hennepin county medical center for an update out there okay 
uh this this will be our last medical update tonight there's essentially been no change we have gotten no new 
critical patients there's been no additional deaths things are from a medical standpoint at this hospital 
everything is under control and i believe they are throughout the city from a medical standpoint it looks like 
the the scene at the bridge from the information we have is is largely a recovery operation at this time do you 
know how many other victims are at other hospitals i don't have an absolute number but they've gone to 
several of the hospitals in the twin cities area can you tell us anything more about the one death here uh no i 
don't have any additional information on that we're still uh notifying family what about the critically injured 
from earlier yes we've had four patients who've had surgery every i believe everyone that's here is uh stable 
but there are still critically ill patients here as far as the six who are critically ill their condition hasn't been 
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their condition hasn't been officially changed yet more information about the fatality the age of the person no i 
don't have any more information at this time you mentioned the walking wounded earlier have you seen 
many of these people we have not hear apparently a number of them went to the university hospital and to 
other hospitals in the area of the patients uh any children i'm sorry any children uh yes there were a number 
of children that were taken to memorial hospital and we received one child here i just saw him so i don't 
know the absolute age i think he was a teenager we're still identifying everyone so that's that's one of the 
logistical problems is making sure we have everyone properly identified are you at all surprised there have 
not been more patience not really i think that uh it's a function of how many people are on the bridge at the 
time so and so you still have 22 non-critical and six critical i believe that's the number yes no more patients 
came in after you last yeah yes yes could you characterize this type of surgery i believe one uh one patient 
had uh surgery on uh on their head craniotomy and three had abdominal surgery there was another chest 
injury that did not require surgery but required some treat local treatment for that injury is consistent with a 
fall or fall crush can you tell us what the rest of the night is going to be like i think they from a medical 
standpoint the rest of the night should be quiet doctor are the patients sharing their stories when they're 
talking to staff i'm sorry are patients able to say what happened i haven't gotten any information from 
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i haven't gotten any information from patients about the about the uh the types of injuries are blunt force 
injuries so the patients who are critical had truncal injuries abdominal chest injuries and head injuries and 
then we had extremity injuries and and people with various uh various aches and pains we had one 
penetrating injury in the chest the uh the injuries we've had the critical injuries were injuries to the trunk head 
uh one penetrating injury to the to the chest and orthopedic injuries [Music] responded very very well we had 
plenty of people medical non-medical administrative transportation cafeteria we had a very excellent 
response public safety did an outstanding job police fire paramedics what kind of preparations well we do 
drills a number of drills throughout the year on on various types of [Music] disasters nothing ever goes 
exactly according to plan but it did play out well yes nothing goes exactly according to plan so i think that will 
be it tonight from from a medical standpoint that's dr joseph clinton who runs emergency medicine at halftime 
county medical center what i glean from that it's the doctor's 
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what i glean from that it's the doctor's opinion i want to emphasize that the doctor's opinion he believes that 
this has now turned into a recovery operation we're not hearing that from law enforcement or fire we're 
hearing that from the emergency doc who says it's been over an hour since any patients arrive to hennepin 
county medical center no change in the conditions of the 28 people who are being treated there's six of them 
are critical right now let's go to christy peel she is at the family center and has some information as families 
are trying to put together the pieces if they have not yet contacted their family members or loved ones who 
may have been involved in this christie i just talked to one of the pastors here and he tells me that as people 
are coming in they're asking why me why my loved ones and he's saying that they don't have answers for 
that what they're saying is that this is a time for people to weep the pastors are here up to 25 pastors and 
priests are on hand here talking to families we haven't seen any families go in we understand there are 
several families inside right now talking with mental health professionals and also with pastors and priests we 
understand that as the emergency crew some of them finishing some long very difficult very painful work 
they're coming here to talk with the mental health professionals as well this is a difficult thing for not just the 
families who don't have answers yet but also for the emergency crews who have been in there some of them 
been in the water and have a better idea of what's exactly going on what that scene looks like i am at the 
holiday inn metrodome it's in the seven corners area if you have any questions about your loved ones you 
can come here the red cross is ready to hook up people with hospitals to try and get information as names of 
victims start coming in thank you very much christy we have bob mcnainey who has been hovering over the 
area in chopper 5. bob are you still with us yep sorry i had to go off headset for a minute i'm trying to get a 
hold of some of our federal sources just talk a little bit more about um kind of what the protocol is going to be 
from this point on and and what you will see come first light and obviously we shouldn't diminish the fact that 
right now there's still a recovery effort 
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now there's still a recovery effort going on and perhaps a rescue effort but come first light that scene is going 
to already have faces from washington no doubt that are experts in in in recovery uh they are experts in 
structural uh issues that will be helping out with the investigation to figure out what would happen what went 
wrong here but again a touch on something that the senator said this is a nationwide emergency this 
summer we heard from the red cross i can tell you firsthand i'm getting emails from people all across the 
country who are seeing this uh they have ties to the twin cities and they're watching this and seeing it on 
websites and whatnot and i can tell you that uh even a brief sampling from from from up here that people all 
across the united states are focusing on the twin cities and i would not be at all surprised to see a 
tremendous amount of help come pouring in come daylight thank you bob factor we're just reading here the 
national transportation safety board is going to be sending in a team of investigators which who will be 
accompanied by the chairman of the ntsb bob you mentioned that you expected that and that is indeed 
what's going to happen and transportation secretary mary peters flying to the twin cities along with norm 
coleman and amy klobuchar let's take a look ahead now and to help us do that is bob gibbons from metro 
transit and bob i'm hoping you can tell us what metro transit can do perhaps to get some of these cars off the 


road they're going to be jammed up tomorrow morning yes tomorrow morning we will be offering extra bus 
service from a number of our park and ride locations in the north metro six of them specifically uh we'll have 
25 extra buses we'll have staff on scene at those six park and ride locations to assist new customers get 
comfortable with using transit probably a good idea to think about an alternative and and get out of your car 
tomorrow we'll evolve this plan in the days ahead and we'll add more service at more locations as we see the 
need develop but this is what we could put together for tomorrow morning okay and i would invite our 
viewers to listen closely because if you know the six specific park and 
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if you know the six specific park and ride locations can you tell us what they are sure foley boulevard in[ ___] 
rapids maplewood mall north town shopping center 63rd and county road 81 bottineau boulevard that's in 
brooklyn center roseville shopping center and then roseville city hall so basically on the north side there 
because that's where the congestion is going to occur because that is shut down and these folks are not 
going to be able it sounds like going to they're not going to be able to move from from the north side of the 
city into the center city is that correct that's correct and we think people will find some of their own ways but if 
people would consider sharing a ride and share them in large numbers on our buses i think it would help out 
everyone all right thank you very much bob gibbons and once again uh there will be 25 extra buses on duty 
at six park and ride locations we'll be bringing you that information very specifically and of course almost as 
we speak it will be going on to our website and as we get it we want to let you know the university of 
minnesota announces it will be open on thursday classes that are going on and operations will proceed as 
planned the u of m is open chris o'connell live for us right now chris well guys we're seeing medical 
helicopters both take off and land so we can only presume they're still taking more victims to the hospital let's 
take a look at right now one of the helicopters we're not sure exactly what that is but has a searchlight on it 
right now pointed at the banks of the mississippi river this is not a news helicopter because news helicopters 
have been told by the federal aviation administration to be three miles out so that is an official helicopter still 
we presume searching for victims now let's take it back a little bit what happened 605 the height of rush hour 
cars trucks buses going across the i-35w bridge collapsed eyewitnesses tell us they heard a rumbling one 
guy used to live in california he thought it was an earthquake he looked out his window overlooking the 
mississippi and saw the wreckage the bridge crumbling 
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crumbling basically like a ton of bricks falling into the mississippi river taking with it cars trucks and buses 65 
feet into the air this bridge was built in 1967 as we look at more about the rescue efforts you see down the 
highway here it is still somewhat of a chaotic scene as rescue crews still trying to reach this is no by no far 
means a recovery effort it is still a rescue mission right now as they still search for people unfortunately it is 
dark out and that has hampered rescue efforts right now but as rescue crews continue to look people still 
showing up to the scene looking for loved ones still distraught over what happened here in the twin cities 
tonight yeah that is very disturbing news because from where we're hearing here we were hoping that some 
of this was kind of winding down clearly of course it is not as as we heard earlier there are structural crews 
actually on the scene right now inspecting what is happening with the bridge parts that are in the river so that 
rescue crews can go back in let's get upstairs to chopper five talk to bob mcnainey bob you know this 
probably sums it up we've heard all kinds of accounts but i just got an email from someone who's been 
watching all this and from out of town simply put oh my god this is so bad and that really does in a sense 
sum it up uh this has just been a horrific night for people in the twin cities and across the united states 
minnesotans all over the place they're watching this uh obviously with great concern uh go back just a little 
bit john and cindy about the magnitude the scale of this but because frankly at this point authorities have no 
idea how many people they may be looking for how many people could be trapped and again that's 
something that is perhaps going to be aided by by daylight tomorrow i can tell you we talked a little bit about 
the ntsb coming in here and these these folks they do a job they take the tiniest of pieces and are able to 
determine what causes a building or a bridge or a pipeline or a plane to to go down or break or explode 
these are these are the best of the best so clearly uh the 
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best of the best so clearly uh the people are the resources will be here beginning tomorrow to try to figure out 
what happened which it which will in some senses be small consolation but but could be critical because i 
will tell you my experience in talking to people like jim oberstar when an accident like this happens it sends a 
ripple effect throughout the united states it may in fact change the way bridges are inspected it may in uh in 
fact change the way we look at our highway system across the united states to make sure that it's funded 
and checked more or more appropriately or to the level that it should be but again at this point the question 
still remains how many folks are still unaccounted for um and how much help will arrive from daylight that 
that is the big question bob i mean this thing is going to send ripples this disaster is going to send ripples 
throughout the twin cities for years right now we need to be concerned with what's going on we don't know 
what's going on right in and around that bridge when they're where they're hopefully looking for people who 
might still be alive right we know we we know families have made contact with their loved ones but some 
have not christie peel is at the holiday inn in seven corners where the red cross and mental health 
professionals are trying to help families deal with what they don't know yet christie you know cindy says been 
here we've just seen a few things start to come in as word of this has is spreading we did see one mother 
come in and she said we're here to we're here about our son we're here about our son she rushed in the 
mental health professionals american red cross took her there are 25 pastors here priests on hand ready to 
talk with anyone who may have questions who may be ready uh who are going to need help to deal with all 
of this i talked with one of the pastors here he told me that there really isn't anything they can say right now 
to these people all that they're telling them is that it's a time to weep they're here letting these folks cry letting 
them ask questions but basically they're just here to be a shoulder to cry on until they get official word that 
one of their loved ones has been a victim in this horrific chaotic madness down here a rescue crews are also 
starting to come in as they've been down assisting those 
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as they've been down assisting those folks are going to need mental health professionals as well some of 
them are taking breaks and then going back out there throughout the night we're going to stay here and keep 
talking with the family members the pastors the mental health professionals and bring you the latest christie 
one of the things that we have to underscore here is what we just don't know yet because we know that there 
we believe at this point 41 people injured and six people have been killed there were 60 children on a school 
bus but there were more than 50 cars we anticipate we expect on that bridge and so we've got people 
unaccounted for one would have to assume and the people that we've talked with who don't know they're the 
most uh concerned because they're saying i know that my loved one was getting from point a to point b they 
would have had to drive over that bridge i've been trying to call their cell phone and they're not answering are 
they somewhere else did they turn their phone off or were they involved it's very very frightening for those 
people it will be hours possibly days before they get answers and that's one of the things that these 
professionals who are here are trying to help people understand is that this is going to be potentially a long 
very difficult painful wait as all of this gets sorted out all right christy thanks a lot for that now governor 
pawlenty said it earlier about an hour ago an hour and 10 minutes ago this is a catastrophe of historic 
proportions and right now we can confirm six people have been killed in this bridge collapse with several 
dozen injured including critical injuries all of the construction workers who were on the bridge they were 
doing surface work they were not doing structural work they were doing surface work repaving and filling 
cracks all of them are accounted for except for one we are told and again six people were killed in this bridge 
collapse a bridge built in 1967 spanning 400 plus feet over the mississippi river metro transit now getting 
ready to pitch in tomorrow morning they will offer additional bus service from the north metro park and ride 
locations tomorrow 25 extra buses will be put into service from 6 a.m until 9 00 a.m to supplement what's out 
there already afternoon service to the north 
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already afternoon service to the north locations will also be beefed up i can promise you those park and ride 
locations are available on the web if you want to look for them at the metro transit site and we're going to get 
a link to those sites on our website at kstp.com so you can take a look at it and figure out if you have to be in 
your car tomorrow because the morning rush hour is going to be awful once again we will be bringing you a 
complete recap of what happened here about four hours ago a bridge collapsed 35 w bridge between 
university and washington avenue over the mississippi river collapsed at 6 05 p.m sending dozens of cars 
into the river there have been fatalities there have been injuries we are going to be updating you here ina 
matter of a few seconds as i would 5 eyewitness news at 10 starts please stay with us 
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